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April 23, 2026, Board Meeting Written Comments 
Received between Tuesday, April 21st and Friday, April 24th Submitted via 

 Written Comments Form 
   

1 This board should be ashamed of themselves especially Harden. You should not like the 
students but used by CTU as political pawns.  We the parents will remember this come in 
November to vote most of you out this seat. 

2 CPS has over 80,000 ELL students who require ESL services per ISBE statues. However, CPS 
still does not provide a dedicated and centrally funded ESL curriculum/resources to all schools 
that need it. Especially for official ESL Highschool courses that count as Language Arts credits, 
the district falls short of its obligation to provide these resources. Teachers are being forced to 
makeup their own curriculum, or even purchase it themselves!  Skyline does not meet the 
language needs of our ELLs, especially newcomers, as it is not intended for teaching English as 
a new language. Kids are going years and years in our classrooms without learning English, and 
the data on long term ELLs shows this to be true. Chief Karime Asaf of OMME has shared with 
CTU that she's requested this curriculum be provided to schools multiple times, but is being 
ignored and sidelined by the Board. Our students cannot continue going without their most basic 
language needs being met. Stop ignoring the fastest growing demographic in CPS. Provide a 
universally available and centrally funded ESL curriculum to all schools that require it now! 

3 I am a concerned parent and community member writing about Haugan Elementary. We are a 
thriving school that aims to support all of our students. We need strong neighborhood schools to 
truly make CPS work for everyone. Our data shows we expect to grow by 20-30 students each 
year for the coming years.  We need more space for our growing school. The Portfolio 
Department offered Haugan short term solutions such as converting teachers' lounges into 
classrooms or buying dividers to split one classroom into two. These short term solutions don't 
address our long term space needs and our current space crisis. To be honest, they could make 
learning more disruptive and further stress our space related concerns. Please consider 
supporting our need for space and a potential solution with the old Aspira building on Leland Ave. 
We know we can be a positive addition in the space and it could greatly help us to move our 
upper grades to that location. The transition would further support the 7th and 8th grade students 
as they prepare for High School. Please help us get real solutions that can make a positive 
impact on our Albany Park neighborhood. 

4 I have been a teacher at neighborhood high schools in Chicago for the past 25 years. My wife is 
also a teacher in CPS and our two children graduated from Lindblom Math and Science 
Academy. (She and I both are graduates of Kenwood Academy as well.) My family and I live on 
the East Side just five minutes from where I teach. So please know that I remain committed to 
Chicago Public Schools and all it can offer our students and the community. 
 
Yet I am writing today to express my disappointment, anger, and frustration that CPS has yet to 
commit to constructing a new building and our OWN athletic facilities on our campus for George 
Washington High School. We have seen repeated issues with our building that only tend to get 
band-aid fixes. CPS is truly throwing away money by attempting to deal with all the issues that 
arise with our building instead of committing to a complete replacement of the facility.  
 
Our mobile classroom unit now has leaking water, falling tiles, and mold in that area, so that it 
had to be completely closed down to classes a week and a half ago. CPS tells us they are going 
to fix the roof and then deal with the interior issues that the leaking water has caused. However, 
this mobile unit is over 25 years old and realistically needs to be torn down. We deserve a 
building that is one solid unit so that students and staff do not have to walk outside during all 
kinds of weather. 
 
We have already had an issue with space since we are overcrowded. So the loss of those four 
classrooms makes it increasingly problematic for teaching and learning in our building now. 
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In addition, the lack of central air conditioning in the hallways, both gymnasiums, and auditorium 
make for an uncomfortable environment to function in.  
 
We have numerous broken windows throughout the building. When some windows break the 
solution is to bolt them shut since they can't be fixed. When shades are broken or missing we are 
told by our engineer that they can't be replaced. 
 
The HVAC system is so messed up that we have to resort to opening windows in the classrooms 
and hallways to cool off those spaces DURING THE WINTER! A recent work request to repair 
one of our boilers will cost $1 million! 
 
Many of us in the 10th Ward have attended CPS Capital planning meetings, filled out the annual 
Capital planning survey, and even spoken up at the Board meetings to advocate for equity at 
George Washington High School AND George Washington Elementary School.  We have never 
received sufficient response as to how CPS prioritizes building new schools and when WE will be 
a priority. Maybe it's because we are a neighborhood school, majority low income, and majority 
Latine population?  
 
I worked at Hancock College Prep for three years when it was a neighborhood high school. After 
I left there to come teach at Washington H.S, Hancock became a selective enrollment school and 
promptly received a new building and athletic facilities, including their own football and soccer 
field and a track. We are slated to share a new soccer field with Jane Addams Elementary 
School that is many blocks away from our campus. Not to mention it looks like the new field will 
lack sufficient space to include stands for spectators to sit.  
 
In considering what our community needs, please keep these realities in mind about George 
Washington High School: 
-Top notch IB program and numerous Advanced Placement and Dual Credit options 
-Competitive boys and girls soccer teams, volleyball teams, and girls softball. 
-Illinois Democracy School 
-Sustainable Community Schools grant 
-High attendance and on-track rates 
 
Respectfully, 
Donald Z. Davis, NBCT (he/him/his/él) 
Social Science Teacher 
George Washington H.S. 

5 Haugan is an excellent neighborhood school.  It has experienced great growth and we are 
bursting at the seams.  Our students and our community deserves better.  Albany Park 
community deserves a school that provides appropriate sized classrooms and more space.  It is 
not fair or equitable that our students have to go to a crowded old library to meet with a 
counselor.  It is not fair that kindergarten students have nearly 30 students in their classrooms.  
How can a small child learn and focus if there is too much noise because there are too many 
other students in the classroom?  How can a kindergarten teacher properly support students that 
are learning English or have special needs in a classroom that is overcrowded?  Help give 
Albany Park students the school they deserve by giving space in the former Aspira Haugan 
building.   

6 Please prioritize fixing the Onahan Elementary School field. Many students have sustained 
injuries and it is often unusable. Students deserve a safe and reliable place to play. This is the 
primary outdoor space for the school and has been neglected by CPS for too long. 

7 As an Onahan parent of three, I am urging CPS to fund fixing our school’s field. There have been 
so many injuries. One student had a torn ACL. Students are at risk every day it is not fixed! I truly 
worry about my kids’ safety during playtime. With the recent rains, it has flooded terribly because 
of lack of drainage. Please fix this issue before more kids get hurt and CPS gets sued. 

8 As a mom of three Onahan students and a resident of this community, I am urging immediate 
action on the condition of our school field. It is no longer just an inconvenience—it is a safety 
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issue. The field is in extremely poor condition, to the point where students are sometimes unable 
to have outdoor recess-use of the field, and there have already been so many injuries. This is not 
acceptable for our children or our community.  
 
Our students deserve a safe, functional outdoor space to learn, play, and simply be kids. The 
current conditions are limiting their daily experience at school and putting them at risk. This issue 
has been known for years, and unfortunately, it has only gotten worse. 
 
We respectfully but strongly urge you to make the Onahan field a top priority in the capital budget 
and move this project forward without further delay. Our community is counting on you to ensure 
a safe environment for our children. 

9 As a parent of students at Onahan Elementary, I am writing to urge the Chicago Board of 
Education to prioritize funding for the urgent repair of our school field. The current condition of 
the field is simply unacceptable for a space where children are expected to learn, play, and be 
active. 
 
The surface is badly deteriorated — riddled with uneven ground, deep ruts, and loose gravel that 
create a serious risk of injury during physical education classes and recess. Students should not 
have to navigate a hazardous obstacle course just to enjoy outdoor time at school. Beyond 
school hours, the field serves our broader community on evenings and weekends, and in its 
present state it poses an ongoing safety liability for all who use it. 
 
The drainage infrastructure has also clearly broken down. After any significant rainfall, large 
portions of the field become completely waterlogged and unusable for days at a time. What 
should be a vibrant outdoor space for our children becomes a flooded, muddy area that no one 
can safely access. This is not a minor inconvenience — it is a public health and safety concern. 
 
Our children deserve a safe, functional, and welcoming outdoor space. I strongly ask the Board 
to approve the necessary funding to restore the Onahan school field to a condition that reflects 
the value we place on our students' wellbeing. 

10 As a coach of 1st and 2nd grade girls soccer in the area, there is so much potential for our kids in 
this very vicinity to advance athletically with a simple, safe and well-maintained field. Right now, 
our kids have less opportunity to truly compete at a higher level because they just don’t have the 
appropriate resource for play. They need access to a reliable place to play. 

11 The field outside Onahan Elementary school is in a condition that is completely unacceptable 
and hazardous to all the students and community members who are forced to use it.  In a city 
where productive activities for young children and teens is always a talking point, it’s 
unacceptable for a green space to be left to rot like this.  Any money invested into this plot of 
land will be well spent.  This area serves as both a before and after school activity hub for our 
children, as well as, a recess and gym class option. 

12 I am a parent of two children at Onahan and I live very close to the school. Onahan needs the 
new field that it was promised in 2023. This field has perpetually been a problem and kids have 
gotten hurt. Not only is it a liability during PE class, but also recess. Some kids don't do well in 
small busy areas, like the playground. Some like to play (tag, sports) in the open space of the 
field. This is not possible after it rains due to the flooding. In addition, the community utilizes the 
field when school is out of session. We take our kids there to practice baseball and play soccer. 
Many neighbors would use the walking track if it were in better condition. Please make this a 
safe, usuable space for our students and community now. Thank you. 

13 I am writing to express concern about the condition of the field at Onahan Elementary School. 
The current field conditions are unsafe for students. The area floods easily after rain, contains 
numerous potholes, and is not suitable for safe play or physical activity. 
 
These issues create a risk of injury and limit students’ ability to participate in recess, sports, and 
outdoor learning. All students deserve access to safe, functional outdoor spaces that support 
their physical health and development. 
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I respectfully urge the Chicago Board of Education to prioritize renovations to the Onahan field so 
that it becomes a safe, accessible, and usable space for all students. 

14 I cannot express enough the need for a new field at Onahan School.  The field floods everytime it 
rains. Thus, cannot be used for days. Also, the field is unsafe for students. There have been 
several casualties with at least one student requiring surgery on her leg. 

15 Hello, 
I am a parent member of the Onahan LSC. As you heard at the board meeting, we are seeking 
funding for a new field. Our current field is unsafe and unusable for our students. We are 
diligently and actively seeking outside funding from our federal and state representatives. We are 
working tirelessly on behalf of our students and community. We need CPS to work with us and 
help us get this project to fruition. A new or rehabilitated field would not only be an asset to the 
community but would also provide our children with a safe outdoor playspace—something every 
child deserves. Please carefully consider what CPS can do to help with this project. We are 
willing to explore an artificial or natural field. We are willing to work with MWRD (e.g eqbiosolids), 
but CPS representatives have told us no. Please don't let our already federally secured funding 
go to waste. We need to act now and work together to fix this essential resource for our children.  
Respectfully submitted. 

16 The Onahan school community deserves better! The ongoing school field issues have created so 
many problems and injuries. We deserve the support and commitment of CPS to fix the field and 
give our kids the safe play space they deserve. Continuing to put it off will just result in increased 
costs, as it has already been clearly demonstrated. 

17 I am thoroughly disappointed that the Onahan field project has been deferred for the past 3 
years, resulting in an inflated cost to accomplish the repairs, and continuing to put our children 
and staff at risk for serious injury.  Our community deserves better and I urge the board to step 
up and press CPS to fulfill their 2023 commitment to our school.  Thank you. Onahan parent of 
two students. 

18 I second Sara Heiderscheidt’s sentiments regarding the state of Onahan’s field.  
 
I am the parent of four children, all of whom have attended or currently attend Onahan 
Elementary. The current field poses safety concerns and is underutilized for school events, 
extracurricular sports, community gatherings, and general recreation. A renovated field would 
provide: 
 
A safe space for students during recess, PE, and athletics. 
 
Support for school programs and extracurriculars, fostering teamwork, physical health, and 
social-emotional growth. 
 
Opportunities for community engagement, hosting neighborhood events, and strengthening 
connections. 
 
Equitable access to high-quality outdoor spaces for all students. 
 
As a parent invested in the well-being and development of our children, and as a school nurse, I 
can attest to the importance of this field. Upgrading the field would directly improve safety, 
student engagement, and community activity, all of which align with CPS’s priorities of safety, 
equity, and community support. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope my kids will be able to enjoy the benefits of a 
new field and quality outdoor activities while they are students at Onahan. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bridget Joyce 

19 As a parent of children who attend Onahan Elementary School , I would love to see a new field 
being installed.  
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Every day I pick up my kids I drive by the current pitch and sign in disbelief that the City has not 
done anything about the problems that occur on the field each semester.  
Kids do not deserve to get injured on the field. It should be a place where they have fun and 
nothing but fun.  
When we see other schools with proper sports facilities, it is hard to understand why the children 
at Onahan cannot get a proper field in which to play sports and outdoor activities.  This is a 
wonderful school and neighborhood and having a proper field for all the children to play on would 
be fantastic.   
Sincerely  
David Freeley 

20 Onahan Field is in dire condition - with several students hurt and the list growing every week. We 
cannot afford or should accept even ONE additional student injury. CPS had committed to 
funding this CRITICAL SAFETY PROJECT but has since walked back that commitment. That is 
unacceptable. Please put student safety first and fund this project! 

21 I am a parent of students at Onahan, and I am asking the board to prioritize funding for the long 
overdue new field.  This current field is unsafe for children to use.  There are multiple holes, 
uneven and unstable ground and deteriorating conditions that have led to frequent injuries.  Our 
children should not be at risk of getting hurt during school hours simply because the field isn’t 
maintained and funding is battled.  This is not a luxury, but a basic requirement for student 
safety. Please take action here as soon as possible.  This is long overdue.  Thank you.   

22 We are writing to formally address the hazardous state of our school’s athletic field—a space that 
has transformed from a community asset into a documented danger to our students.  This is a 
Critical Safety Crisis for our students.  The field's surface is currently "dangerously uneven" and 
"gravelly," creating a persistent slipping hazard. Furthermore, a total failure of the drainage 
system leads to frequent flooding, rendering the area completely unusable for long periods. 
The human cost of this neglect is undeniable. Since 2022, we have recorded 30 significant 
student injuries, including: 
Broken wrists 
A major knee surgery 
Emergency room visits for potential concussions 
 
In 2023, CPS committed to fully funding this restoration at $4.5 million, only to later withdraw 
those funds. In the time since, deferred maintenance and rising construction costs have caused 
the project’s valuation to soar to $8 million. 
The current funding landscape is insufficient: 
CPS Allocation: Only $1 million has been set aside. 
Federal Support: Congressman Mike Quigley has committed significant federal aid. 
The Gap: Despite federal help, a massive funding gap remains that only a full commitment from 
CPS can bridge. 
 
The current condition of the field is an unacceptable liability and a direct threat to student well-
being. We urge Chicago Public Schools to honor its original commitment and provide the 
necessary funding to prevent further injuries. Our students deserve a safe, accessible, and 
functional space to play and learn. 

23 I am writing to respectfully urge Chicago Public Schools to prioritize finding a safe, and 
accessible field space for students. Access to quality outdoor facilities is not just a 
convenience—it is an essential part of students’ physical health, social development, and overall 
well-being. 
 
CPS proudly stands by its mission of “For every child in every neighborhood,” and this 
commitment should extend to ensuring that all students have equitable opportunities to 
participate in outdoor activities, athletics, and unstructured play. A well-maintained field provides 
a place for students to build teamwork, relieve stress, and stay active—experiences that are 
critical to their success both inside and outside the classroom. 
Our students deserve safe, reliable spaces where they can grow, connect, and thrive. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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24 Onahan School has one of the most unsafe fields.  There is gravel/uneven and floods.  I cringe 
when my son he wants to go to Onahan and play with his friends.  PLease make this right 

25 I am writing to emphasize the urgent need for action and funding to move forward with the 
Onahan Field Improvement Project. I have two children that attend Onahan that utilize the field 
almost daily and complain about how awful it is.  I have seen the unsafe conditions myself while 
volunteering at the school and attending school events.   
 
The current condition of our field at Onahan school poses serious safety and usability concerns. 
The uneven ground with rocks and holes, poor drainage leading to flooding after rain, and 
multiple documented student injuries during recess, PE, and sports activities highlight the urgent 
need for improvement. Some of these injuries witnessed by my young daughter.  These unsafe 
conditions affect both school and community use of the field, making it a pressing issue for 
everyone involved. 
It's unacceptable to me that CPS has the funding approved for this field years ago and due to an 
administration change, the funding disappeared.  It's time that CPS follow through on their 
promise to secure the funds for the field.   

26 My name is Judy Velez. I am a CPS parent, community advocate, and mother tired of watching 
parents be ignored while political decisions are made about our children’s education. 
 
There is a difference between teaching civics vs advancing political agendas. That is the issue 
here. 
 
We have sought legal council because we believe funneling school resources to politically 
charged events is illegal and a violation of school policy.  
 
The most recent demand from CTU regarding not wanting to submit any supplemental material 
for approval is an example of how badly they want free rein to politically indoctrinate our children. 
They want to do this without oversight and without accountability. 
 
Our legal council William Quinlin has submitted a letter to each of you, we would appreciate a 
prompt response. 
 
We demand three things: 
1. An immediate pause to this flawed May 1 agreement 
2. The the board hold a full public vote with public discussion 
3. Focus on what matters most, our children, not politics 
 
Our children deserve to be taught HOW to think not WHAT to think. 

27 The Onahan field has been an eyesore and an issue since I moved to our neighborhood 13 
years ago. At that time a dedicated group of parents worked tirelessly on making it as playable at 
they could- but over and over I would hear how the field needed a rehaul from the bottom up- 
CPS needed to invest dollars in our school and address our field properly. What parents were 
doing was basically putting lipstick on a pig.  
 
The problem is, CPS has ignored our school for far too long. We’ve never been a priority 
because we don’t “appear to be in need.” Our students don’t matter to CPS because the average 
income for our zip code exceeds the threshold for being important to politicians and CPS 
decision makers.  
 
Due to their inaction, countless children have been injured. Countless hours of play have been 
lost and our children suffer at the hands of the decision makers that continue to ignore our kids 
and this dangerous situation.  
 
Onahan’s  field and playground is the only park and field in our neighborhood that children do not 
need to cross a busy street to get to. Onahan students and neighborhood kids have the right to 
play without worrying they will break a bone!  
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Wake up and realize our kids matter too! 

28 The field at William J Onahan public school at 6634 West Raven Street is in dire need of help. 
Children are playing on it and getting hurt due to the ditches and poor drainage. It is flooded and 
causing unsafe conditions for the entire neighborhood. Please take the time to research and 
address this for the betterment of the children and overall neighborhood. Thanks so much for 
your time. 

29 Hello 
 
I am writing in regards to the proposal for the field that Onahan school to be upgraded. Frankly, I 
should call it graded.  Not only does the field need upgrading. It is in such poor condition that it is 
terribly unsafe.  My children are in high school now, but when we went to school at Onahan, it 
was a regular occurrence that kids were getting hurt on the field. Twisting ankles, turning knees 
falling. Very common occurrence. In addition to the flooding.  Living across the street from a 
school provides a pretty firsthand to look at a culture and the care. You can see that the 
community and friends of the school are taking care of an awful lot over there, whether it be 
gardens or vegetable growing, or just beautification efforts. That tells me that the city should be 
willing to invest in an upgrade for the same community. This community seems to prove that they 
take care of what they have. 

30 The Onahan field is a serious safety hazard. As a parent of 2 kids enrolled at Onahan, i believe 
the school urgently needs a new field to ensure the safety of all kids. Please fund this project to 
renovate/replace the field. 
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Chicago 
Public > Patten, Marianne <mlipatten@cps.edu> 

Schools 

Follow-Up | CEO/COO Response 
/ messages 

Mayfield, Charles <cemayfield@cps.edu> Mon, Mar 2, 2026 at 3:54 PM 

To: Marianne Patten <MLPatten@cps.edu> 

Cc: Julie Mcglade <jamcglade@cps.edu>, Ivan Hansen <ihansen2@cps.edu>, Kimberly Watson <kwatson/@cps.edu> 

Hi Principal Patten, 

Please share the following message with the students of William J. Onahan Elementary School and their families. 

Dear Students of William J. Onahan Elementary School, 

Thank you for the wonderful letters and beautiful drawings you sent to us. Dr. King and I were very happy to read 

your messages and see the care and creativity you put into every page. Your ideas, pictures, and words showed 
how much you care about your school and one another. 

We could tell that you worked hard to explain why having a new school field is important to you. You used your 

voices in a respectful and thoughtful way, and that is what strong student leadership looks like. Dr. King, who used 

to be an elementary school principal, was especially impressed by your excellent writing and the way you expressed 

your ideas so clearly. Your literacy skills truly stood out! 

We want you to know that your voices matter. Every year, the district holds a capital planning process where 

schools share their ideas and needs for future building and improvement projects. That process will take place next 
month, and it is one way your school community can continue sharing this request. 

Right now, district funding is being used for projects that address the most urgent needs across many schools. 

Because of that, there is not currently funding set aside for a new field at Onahan. Sometimes projects like this can 

move forward when outside partners or additional funding are found, and your advocacy helps keep the idea visible 
for future opportunities. 

Thank you again for speaking up, working hard, and showing such pride in your school. We are proud of you for 

using your words and creativity to make a difference. 

With concurrence from Dr. King, Interim Superintendent/Chief Executive Officer, 

Charles E. Mayfield 
Chief Operating Officer 

nicago 42 W. Madison St | Chicago, IL 60602 

Pubic Operations Assistant: LaTisha Carter 
O 773.553.2372 
E coo-mayfield@cps.edu 

NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, may contain information that is confidential and/or proprietary. If you are not an intended 

recipient, please be advised that any review, use, reproduction or distribution of this message is prohibited.





Just two weeks ago, E4E–Chicago stood before this board and urged you to place a resolution 
on educator mental health on your agenda. The resolution calls for a districtwide strategy with 
clear support, accountability, and measurable outcomes. 

We are extremely disappointed that this resolution is not on today’s agenda. 

As we shared at the last meeting, educator mental health is foundational to student success. 
And while Chicago Public Schools and district leaders are taking steps to address this issue, 
those efforts will fall short without a clear, systemwide strategy anchored by this board. 

Right now, we lack basic answers: Are educators using existing supports? How many? Are 
those supports working? Are resources being allocated where they are needed most? Without 
clear metrics and accountability, we simply don’t know. 

What we have today is a patchwork. We have programs without a coherent strategy, without 
transparency, and without a way to measure impact. 

This resolution is not a costly mandate or a new budget item. It is a commitment to transparency 
and accountability. It aligns existing efforts across departments, sets clear goals, tracks 
progress, and ensures resources are used effectively and equitably. That is the core 
responsibility of this board. 

Every day without action is a day that the voices of hundreds of educators, who have signed a 
petition calling for this, go unheard. 

We invite each of you to join us on Tuesday, April 28th at 4:30 p.m at the National Public 
Housing Museum. to hear directly from educators, policymakers, and district leaders working on 
this issue. Those closest to the problem must be part of the solution. 

It would be a disservice to our schools if we must return to another board meeting after today 
and still be asking for movement on this resolution. 

Thank you.  
 

https://e4e.org/blog-news/press-release/school-board-introduce-educator-mental-health-resolution/
https://e4e.org/event/chi-supporting-educators-for-students-succeed/
https://e4e.org/event/chi-supporting-educators-for-students-succeed/




Dr. Angel Alvarez, CPS Board Written Public Comments Meeting 4/24/2026 

Dear CEO/Superintendent King and CPS Board Members: 

I am writing to express my concerns regarding Chicago Public Schools’ handling of the 
May Day events and the decisions surrounding student participation, scheduling, and 
implementation. As a CPS parent and education activist, I am troubled by the lack of 
transparency, limited family input, and insufficient planning associated with this initiative. 

Initially, families were informed through media reports that classes would be canceled 
for the day. That plan was later changed with little explanation or opportunity for 
meaningful community engagement. This shift, communicated without adequate notice 
or clarity, has contributed to confusion among families and staff and has eroded trust in 
the decision-making process. Major districtwide actions such as this warrant clear 
communication, advance planning, and authentic opportunities for families to provide 
feedback.  

Of particular concern is the complete absence of guidance regarding how CPS intends 
to support students with disabilities during the May Day events. Neither the 
Memorandum of Understanding nor subsequent public statements have addressed how 
required supports, accommodations, related services will be provided to students with 
disabilities. The potential for teacher and staff shortages will further strain a system that 
fails to meet all the needs of our students. Questions about how CPS will ensure the 
safety of all students when they are at a large public gathering remain unanswered.  

Additionally, questions remain about student safety and logistical preparedness. Large-
scale events involving changes to the school day, student movement, or participation in 
public-facing activities require robust safety planning, staffing, and coordination. To date, 
CPS has not clearly articulated how these concerns will be addressed, nor how risks to 
students and staff will be mitigated. These omission raises serious equity and 
compliance concerns and is evidence that the needs of students with disabilities were 
not adequately considered in the planning process. The central mantra, Nothing about 
us without us, is routinely ignored when decisions that impact students with disabilities 
are made.  

The financial costs associated with the May Day events also deserve public 
explanation. In a district facing ongoing resource constraints, underfunded classrooms, 
and unmet student needs, families and taxpayers have a right to understand how district 
funds are being spent, what costs are being incurred, and how those expenditures align 
with CPS’s core educational mission.  

Finally, it is disappointing that this initiative was not more thoughtfully developed as a 
meaningful learning experience. With adequate planning, transparency, and 
collaboration with educators and families, this could have been an opportunity for rich, 



standards-aligned instruction incorporating civic engagement, labor history, student 
voice, and inclusive participation. Instead, the lack of preparation has resulted in 
uncertainty and concern rather than educational impact. The lesson that is being taught 
is that CPS continues to overlook the needs of students with disabilities.  

I respectfully urge the Board and district leadership to provide clear answers to these 
concerns, to better center families and students, particularly students with disabilities, in 
future planning, and to recommit to transparent, inclusive, and educationally grounded 
decision-making. 

Thank you for your time and attention. I look forward to your response and to greater 
clarity moving forward. 

Thank you and be well, 

Dr. Angel Alvarez 
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