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ATTEST: 
 

 
 
Secretary of the Board of Education  
of the City of Chicago 
 
President del Valle took the Chair and the meeting* being called to order there were then: 
 
 PRESENT: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo**, and 
President del Valle – 6 
 
 NOTE: One vacancy exists on the Board. 
 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Pedro Martinez, Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Joseph Moriarty, General 
Counsel, Dr. Maurice Swinney, Interim Chief Education Officer, Ms. Lindy McGuire, Interim Chief 
Operating Officer and Isabel Marroquin, Honorary Student Board Member 
 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 *NOTE: The meeting was held as a hybrid of in-person for Board Members, Senior Cabinet 
Members and Honorary Student Board Member and electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at 
cpsboe.org. 
 
 **NOTE: Mr. Sotelo left the meeting at approximately 5:05 p.m. 
 
 President del Valle provided the following remarks: 
 
 Before we proceed, the Board would like to acknowledge the recent passing of Timuel 
Black Jr. with a Memorial Proclamation to be read by Board Member Todd-Breland: 
 
 WHEREAS, Timuel Dixon Black, Jr., educator, activist, arts patron, author and historian,  
passed away on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at the age of 102, and was born in Birmingham, 
Alabama on December 7, 1918; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Timuel Dixon Black, Jr. graduated from Edmund Burke Elementary School and 
attended Englewood High School and Wendell Phillips High School before graduating from the 
newly opened DuSable High School; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Timuel Dixon Black Jr., served with honor and distinction in World War, II, 
receiving four battle stars and the French Croix de Guerre as a member of the racially segregated 
U.S. Army in Europe and after the World War II, he attended Roosevelt University; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Timuel Dixon Black, Jr. began his career as a Teacher with the Chicago Public 
Schools and taught at DuSable, Farragut and Hyde Park High Schools and at City Colleges of 
Chicago; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Timuel Dixon Black, Jr. was involved in many education, labor, and Civil Rights 
Organizations, he organized over 3,000 Chicagoans to travel to DC for the 1963 March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, was a contemporary and friend of Dr. Martin Luther King and a 
major force in getting Harold Washington elected; served as a trusted advisor to Carol Mosley 
Braun and Barack Obama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Timuel Dixon Black, Jr. will be remembered as a loving husband to  
Zenobia Johnson Black, devoted father, educator, activist, arts patron, author and historian; and 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that we, the Chicago Board of Education, this 
27th day of October 2021 do hereby extend to the family of Timuel Dixon Black, Jr. our deepest 
sympathy and may the legacy of his work continue to inspire our students in the Chicago Public 
Schools. 
 
 And I also jus wanted to add quickly that as a historian and educator myself, I’ve been so 
inspired.  And as my neighbor he so inspired and impacted my own work, and I’m so grateful to 
have known him and grateful for the work that he’s given to the city and to the young people.  And 
also just I think the testimony he is to the power of black educators and the importance of black 
educators both to their students and schools but also so much beyond that within our 
communities. 
 
 President del Valle also remarked:  
 
 Tim appeared before this Board, he came to the Board Meeting to advocate, as he often did, 
for DuSable High School.  But I met Tim during the days of Harold Washington.  As a matter of fact, 
it was his first campaign, Harald’s first campaign when I met Tim and stayed in touch with him over 
the years.  He cam to a number of events that I held while I was in the Illinois Senate.  Tremendous 
amount of respect for a man who had energy all the time and ready to engage in dealing with 
issues, critical issues in the community and always advocating, of course, as I said. 
 
 But what I respected most about Tim was his knowledge, his extensive knowledge.  You 
mentioned, Member Todd-Breland, that as a historian you respected certainly his work over the 
years.  He was one of, in my mind, one of the official, official historians of Chicago, and not just the 
African American community, but the entire city, and remained consistent in his desire to ensure 
the empowerment of the African American community and minorities in general and Latinos as 
well.  Definitely a coalition building, someone who reached out continuously and saw the political 
process as a way to effect change, positive change in the communities, primarily through 
grassroots involvement in the electoral process. And that definitely demonstrated the best I have 
to say during the time that Harold Washington was elected, and we’ve seen many examples of that 
since then, of course. 
 
 So I thank you, Member Todd-Breland for bringing forward this Proclamation.  And at this 
time I’ll recognize other Board Members.  
 
 Next, I would like to say welcome to our new CEO Pedro Martinez. This is your first Board 
meeting with us, and speaking on behalf of the Board, we are extremely excited to see what new 
approaches and ideas you will bring to the district.  As I stated last month, the process by which 
you were selected was by far the most inclusive and transparent CEO hiring process we’ve ever 
seen in Chicago, and I’m very, very proud of that. I’m very proud of the role that this Board played 
in that process and ensuring the participation of students, teachers, principals, elected officials, 
community organizations, participation in focus groups and surveys and all the steps that were 
taken to ensure that we had a transparent and open process.  Again, I want to personally thank all 
of the students, and parents, teachers, principals, community members and Board members who 
helped to inform this process, and I feel comfortable speaking for all of us when I say we are all 
invested in your success. 
 
 President del Valle provided the order of the meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Honoring Excellence and Interim CEdO 
Remarks segment of the Board Meeting. Dr. Maurice Swinney, Interim Chief Education Officer, 
recognized 14 exemplary CPS Principals in acknowledgement of Principal’s Appreciation Month; 
and Back of the Yards High School – CPS Girls Flag Football Champions. Dr. Swinney provided 
remarks on the school rankings in the state for both CPS high schools and elementary schools; 
announced the school application process via GoCPS and encouraged students and parents to 
apply via GO.CPS.EDU; highlighted the achievements from the Academic Report Card; welcomed 
CEO Pedro Martinez; and acknowledged Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
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 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to CEO Remarks segment of the Board 
Meeting. Mr. Pedro Martinez, Chief Executive Officer, provided remarks on his first few weeks as 
the new CEO; updates on COVID safety measures citywide; an overview of the program Choose for 
Change; an overview of Opportunity Schools; encouraged parents and students to look to their 
neighborhood schools as an option; remarked on pulling any appointments that were planned to 
be presented and how he is rethinking about how the senior management team is being structured; 
and finally presented a video on COVID vaccination from some of CPS’ middle school and high 
school students. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Committee Updates segment of the Board 
Meeting. Vice President Revuluri provided remarks on the Finance and Audit Committee and 
introduced Ms. Heather Wendell, Chief Budget Officer, who provided a presentation on the Finance 
Update; and Ms. Angie Jacob, Chief Internal Auditor, who provided a presentation on the Audit 
Update. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Public Participation segment of the 
Board Meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Participation. 
 
 Board Member Meléndez presented the following Motion: 
 
21-1027-MO1 
 

 
 
 Board Member Sotelo seconded the motion to adopt Motion 21-1027-MO1. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-1027-MO1 adopted. 
 
 After the Recess the Board Reconvened. 
 
 Members present after Recess: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, 
Mr. Sotelo, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Members absent after Recess: None  
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Presentations. Dr. Sara Kempner, ED 
Enterprise Data Strategy – IT and Ms. Shannon Heston, ED Enterprise Transformation Strategy; 
provided a presentation on 20th Day Enrollment; Ms. Kimberly Jones, ED Transportation, Mr. 
Clarence Carson, Chief Facilities Officer, and Mr. Jason Mojica, ED Nutrition Support Services, 
provided a presentation on Transportation and Operations Update; and Dr. Alexandra Sontag, 
Program Manager - Health & Wellness, provided a presentation on Health and Safety Update. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Agenda Items. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with the Vote on Public Agenda Items. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
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 I will proceed with the items on the public agenda. I will read the board report numbers and 
brief titles. I will begin with the public agenda items that require a vote.  I believe Board Member 
Todd-Breland has motion MO2 regarding Record of Proceedings. 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland presented the following Motion: 
 
21-1027-MO2 
 

 
 
 Vice President Revuluri seconded the motion to adopt Motion 21-1027-MO2. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-1027-MO2 adopted. 
 
21-1027-RS1 
 

 
 
21-1027-RS2 
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21-1027-RS4 
 

 
 

 
 
21-1027-PO1 
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21-1027-EX1* 
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*[Note: The complete document will be on File in the Office of the Board and posted on cpsboe.org] 
 
21-1027-EX2 
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21-1027-PR1 
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 Vice President Revuluri abstained on Board Report 21-1027-PR1 [Vendor #46 - Metropolitan 
Family Services]. 
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21-1027-PR7 
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21-1027-PR9 
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October 27, 2021 

 98

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



October 27, 2021 

 99

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
21-1027-PR11 
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21-1027-PR13 
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 Vice President Revuluri moved and Board Member Sotelo seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 21-1027-RS1 through 21-1027-RS4, 21-1027-PO1, 21-1027-RU1, 21-1027-EX1,  
21-1027-EX2, 21-1027-OP1, and 21-1027-PR1 through 21-1027-PR13. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll with the noted abstention for Vice President Revuluri on Board 
Report 21-1027-PR1 [Vendor #46 – Metropolitan Family Services] and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-1027-RS1 through  
21-1027-RS4, 21-1027-PO1, 21-1027-RU1, 21-1027-EX1, 21-1027-EX2, 21-1027-OP1, and 21-1027-PR1 
through 21-1027-PR13, with the noted abstention, adopted. 
 
21-1027-FN1 
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21-1027-PR14 
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21-1027-EX3 
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21-1027-EX4 
 

 
 

 
 
21-1027-AR1 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-1027-FN1, 21-1027-PR14,  
21-1027-EX3, 21-1027-EX4, and 21-1027-AR1 accepted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with additional items on the public agenda.  These items are 
from the General Counsel, and they do require a vote. 
 
21-1027-AR2 
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21-1027-AR3 
 

 
 
21-1027-AR4 
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21-1027-AR5 
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21-1027-AR6 
 

 
 
21-1027-AR7 
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21-1027-AR8 
 
WITHDRAWN 
 

 
 
 The Board Secretary noted for the record that Board Report 21-1027-AR8 will be Withdrawn 
from Agenda. 
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21-1027-AR9 
 

 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 21-1027-AR2 through 21-1027-AR7 and 21-1027-AR9. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-1027-AR2 through 21-1027-AR7 and 
21-1027-AR9 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with an item from the Chief Executive Officer, and this item does 
require a vote. 
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21-1027-EX5 
 

 
 
 Vice President Revuluri moved and Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Report 21-1027-EX5. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 21-1027-EX5 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with items from the Board, and these items do require a vote. 
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21-1027-RS5 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 27, 2021 

 133

 
21-1027-RS6 
 

 
 
21-1027-RS7 
 
FINAL 
 

 
 

 
 
 Board Member Sotelo moved and Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 21-1027-RS5 through 21-1027-RS7. 
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 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-1027-RS5 through 21-1027-RS7 
adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with items from the Interim Chief Operating Officer, and these 
items do require a vote. 
 
21-1027-OP2 
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21-1027-OP3 
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21-1027-OP4 
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21-1027-RS8 
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 Board Member Truss moved and Board Member Meléndez seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 21-1027-OP2 through 21-1027-OP4 and 21-1027-RS8. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-1027-OP2 through 21-1027-OP4 and 
21-1027-RS8 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, there are no further items on the public agenda. 
 
 President del Valle proceeded to entertain a Motion to go into Closed Session. 
 
 Board Member Sotelo presented the following Motion: 
 
21-1027-MO3 
 

 
 
 Board Member Truss seconded the motion to adopt Motion 21-1027-MO3. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-1027-MO3 adopted. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
RECORD OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
 The following is a record of the Board's Closed Session: 
 
(1) The Closed Meeting was held on October 27, 2021, beginning at 4:11 p.m. at the CPS Loop 

Office, 42 W. Madison Street, Garden Level, GC-107, and Chicago Illinois 60602 and via 
Google Meets. 
 

(2) PRESENT: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo*, and 
President del Valle – 6 

 
 ABSENT: None 
 
 *Board Member Sotelo left Closed Session and the meeting at approximately 5:04 pm. 
 
(3) STAFF PRESENT: Pedro Martinez, Joseph Moriarty, Kathryn Ellis and Estela Beltran 
 

 Discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or  
dismissal of specific employees, specific individuals who serve as independent  
contractors in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or specific volunteers of the 
public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a  
complaint lodged against an employee, a specific individual who serves as an  
independent contractor in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or a volunteer of 
the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity 
pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act. 

 
 No votes were taken in Closed Session. 
 
 After Closed Session the Board reconvened. 
 
 Members present after Closed Session:  Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland,  
Mr. Truss, and President del Valle – 5 
 
 Members absent after Closed Session: Mr. Sotelo – 1  
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I will continue with an Executive Session item from the CEO. EX6 as noted in the Public 
Agenda was entitled Appoint Chief Officer.  Mr. President, for the record I would like to note that 
this report will be Withdrawn from the agenda. 
 
21-1027-EX6 
 
WITHDRAWN 
 

 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with an Executive Session item from the Board. This item does 
require a vote. RS9 as noted on the Public Agenda is to Accept or reject or modify the Hearing 
Officer’s Recommendation to Reinstate in Re: Dismissal of a Tenured Teacher in accordance with 
105 ILSC 5/34-85(a)(7). So the Action before the Board is RS9 Resolution by the Board of Education 
of the City of Chicago Regarding the Dismissal of Ina Boshnakova, Tenured Teacher, Assigned to 
John Marshall Metro High School. 
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 Mr. President, for the record this Resolution accepts in part and rejects in part the Hearing 
Officer’s findings of fact and legal conclusions, and it makes additional findings as detailed in an 
Opinion and Order adopted under separate cover, on the basis of which the Board concludes that 
sufficient basis is established to dismiss Ms. Boshnakova. 
 
21-1027-RS9 
 
FINAL 
 

 
 
 Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Report 21-1027-RS9. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Todd-Breland, and President del Valle – 3 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 Abstain: Mr. Revuluri and Mr. Truss – 2  
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 21-1027-RS9, with the noted 
abstentions, adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, for the record, I would like to note that RS10 as noted on the Public Agenda 
is to Accept or reject or modify the Hearing Officer’s Recommendation to Reinstate in Re: 
Dismissal of a Tenured Teacher.  And for the record, Mr. President, this item will be deferred from 
agenda. 
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21-1027-RS10 
 
DEFERRED 
 

 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, there are no further items on the Executive Session agenda. 
 

OMNIBUS 
 

 At the Regular Board Meeting held on October 27, 2021, the foregoing motions, reports and 
other actions set forth from number 21-1027-MO1 through 21-1027-RS10 except as otherwise 
indicated, were adopted as the recommendations or decisions of the Interim Chief Executive 
Officer and General Counsel.  
 
 Vice President Revuluri abstained on Board Reports 21-1027-PR1 [Vendor #46 – 
Metropolitan Family Services] and Board Report 21-1027-RS9. 
 
 Board Member Truss abstained on Board Report 21-1027-RS9. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 President del Valle moved to adjourn the meeting, and Vice President Revuluri moved and 
Board Member Truss seconded, it was so ordered by a voice vote, all members present voting 
therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared the Board Meeting adjourned. 
 
 I, Estela G. Beltran, Secretary of the Board of Education and Keeper of the records thereof, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of certain proceedings of said 
Board of Education of the City of Chicago at its Regular Board Meeting held on October 27, 2021 
held as a hybrid of in-person for Board Members, Senior Cabinet Members and Honorary Student 
Board Member and electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at cpsboe.org. 
 

Estela G. Beltran 
Secretary 
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