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ATTEST: 
 

 
 
Secretary of the Board of Education  
of the City of Chicago 
 
President del Valle took the Chair and the meeting* being called to order there were then: 
 
 PRESENT: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo**, and 
President del Valle – 6 
 
 NOTE: One vacancy exists on the Board. 
 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Mr. Pedro Martinez, Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Joseph Moriarty, General 
Counsel, Ms. Bogdana Chkoumbova, Chief Education Officer, Ms. Crystal Cooper, Interim Chief 
Operating Officer, and Isabel Marroquin, Honorary Student Board Member. 
 
 ABSENT:  None  
 
 *NOTE: The meeting was held as a hybrid of in-person for Board Members, Senior Cabinet 
Members, and Honorary Student Board Member and electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at 
cpsboe.org. 
 
 **NOTE: Mr. Sotelo left the meeting during Closed Session at 2:50 p.m., did not rejoin the 
meeting when reconvened, and was not present to vote on Executive Session items.  
 
 President del Valle provided the following statement: 
 
 Before we proceed, the Board would like to acknowledge the recent passing of Dr. J.W. 
Smith with a Memorial Proclamation brought to us by Member Truss.  The Proclamation reads as 
follows: 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. John Walter Smith passed away on Saturday, January 8, 2022 at the age of 
84, and was born in Chicago, Illinois on July 19, 1937; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Smith graduated from A.O. Sexton Elementary School and Dunbar 
Vocational High School where he excelled in athletics and academics; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 1954, Dr. Smith began his military career enlisting in the U.S. Air Force, 
earning a medal for good conduct (SO 90) in 1957; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Smith then attended Chicago Teachers’ College (Chicago State University) 
and Northern Illinois University earning a Bachelor of Science in Physical Education.  He was 
named College Academic All-American for the 1962 Season. He earned a Masters in Education 
from Indiana University, and a Doctorate in Philosophy in Education Administration from the 
University of Illinois Chicago; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in 1963, Dr. Smith began an illustrious 40 year career in education with the 
Chicago Public Schools, serving as a Physical Education Teacher at Harlan High School; Assistant 
Football Coach under the tutelage of legendary Coach Sherman Howard.  Dr. Smith was a strong 
proponent of the positive effect that athletic participation can have on the educational process for 
students and spent his life advocating for the educational advancement for disadvantaged 
students in Chicago.  He later assumed the position of Football Coordinator, then Executive 
Director of the Chicago Public Schools Department of Sports Administration; and 
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 WHEREAS, Dr. Smith’s Interscholastic Athletic Achievements will always be remembered 
as one of the Public League’s most successful football coaches. Dr. Smith was awarded the 
Chicago Public League Coach of the Year (5 Times); Operation PUSH Coach of the Year, Coca-Cola 
Man of the Year, a National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame Distinguished American Award, 
and capped his career as an Illinois High School Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame 
Inductee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Smith will be remembered as a loving husband, devoted father, educator, 
and scholar and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that we, the Chicago Board of Education, this 
23rd day of March 2022, do hereby extend to the family of Dr. John Walter Smith, our deepest 
sympathy and may the legacy of his life’s long work continue to inspire our students in the 
Chicago Public Schools. 
 
 As you can see from the memorial proclamation, JW Smith had a significant effect on 
thousands of student athletes in CPS over the course of his career.  He was a coaching legend and 
a true innovator as the head of Athletics for Chicago Public Schools.  He will be missed.  I want to 
thank Board Member Truss for bringing this to our attention.   
 
 I also want to note that we have another Resolution on our agenda honoring Lindy McGuire 
who most recently served as Interim Chief Operating Officer for CPS.  Chief McGuire began her 
CPS career in 2010, and between her service with CPS and her service with the City of Chicago, 
Chief McGuire has spent over two decades working with schools, students, teachers, parents, 
community organizations, and citizens of Chicago to improve the quality of public education and 
the quality of life in Chicago.  Chief McGuire is not with us today, but we want to make sure we 
honor her long history of service with CPS.  She will be missed, and we wish her the best in her 
future endeavors. 
 
 President del Valle provided the order of the meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Honoring Excellence segment of the 
Board Meeting. Ms. Chkoumbova, Chief Education Officer, introduced Trevor Nicholas, Senn High 
School Music Teacher, Finalist for the 2022 Grammy Music Educator of the Year Award; and 
students from elementary schools speaking on Women’s History Month. Ms. Chkoumbova thanked 
all of the students, parents, staff, and community members who chose to run for a seat on their 
Local School Councils this year; provided remarks on the Skill Trades Show; Power of Hope 
Award; ISBE Teacher of the Year Finalist/National Center for Women and Information Technology; 
and Student-Specific Corrective Action (SSCA) update.  
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to CEO Remarks segment of the Board 
Meeting. Mr. Pedro Martinez, Chief Executive Officer, announced the Move to Mask-Optional; 
Leadership updates to the CPS leadership team; updates to the SY2021-22 Academic Calendar; 
announced the highlights of the SY2022-23 Academic Calendar; and announced the release of the 
2022-23 School Budgets. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Committee Updates segment of the Board 
Meeting. Board Member Todd-Breland provided an update on the Workforce Development and 
Equity committee. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Public Participation segment of the 
Board Meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Presentations. Ms. Mary Beck, Deputy 
Chief Teaching & Learning, provided a presentation on the SY22-23 Academic Calendar. Ms. 
Gabriela Arismendi, Director, MFT Program Support, Chief Education Officer’s Office, provided a 
presentation on Moving Forward Together. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Agenda Items. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with the Vote on Public Agenda Items. 
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 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I will proceed with the items on the public agenda. I will read the board report numbers and 
brief titles. These items do require a vote.  I believe Board Member Todd-Breland has motion MO1 
regarding Record of Proceedings. 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland presented the following Motion: 
 
22-0323-MO1 
 

 
 
 Vice President Revuluri seconded the motion to adopt Motion 22-0323-MO1. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 22-0323-MO1 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with a Resolution that does not require a vote. 
 
22-0323-RS1 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 22-0323-RS1 accepted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with items that do require a vote. 
 
22-0323-RS2 
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22-0323-RS3 
 
FINAL 
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22-0323-PO1 
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22-0323-EX1* 
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 *[Note: The complete document will be on File in the Office of the Board and posted on 
cpsboe.org] 
 
22-0323-ED1 
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22-0323-OP1 
 
FINAL 
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22-0323-OP2 
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22-0323-PR1 
 
FINAL 
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 Vice President Revuluri abstained on Board Report 22-0323-PR1 [Metropolitan Family 
Services – vendor #46]. 
 
 
22-0323-PR2 
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22-0323-PR6 
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22-0323-PR7 
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22-0323-PR8 
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22-0323-PR9 
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 Vice President Revuluri moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 22-0323-RS2, 22-0323-RS3, 22-0323-PO1, 22-0323-EX1, 22-0323-ED1, 22-0323-OP1, 
22-0323-OP2, and 22-0323-PR1 through 22-0323-PR9. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll, with the noted abstention, and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 22-0323-RS2, 22-0323-RS3,  
22-0323-PO1, 22-0323-EX1, 22-0323-ED1, 22-0323-OP1, 22-0323-OP2, and 22-0323-PR1 through  
22-0323-PR9, with the noted abstention, adopted. 
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22-0323-FN1 
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22-0323-PR10 
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22-0323-EX2 
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22-0323-AR1 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 22-0323-FN1, 22-0323-PR10,  
22-0323-EX2, and 22-0323-AR1 accepted. 
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 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with additional items from the General Counsel that do require 
a vote. 
 
22-0323-AR2 
 

 
 
22-0323-AR3 
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22-0323-AR4 
 

 
 
22-0323-AR5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 23, 2022 

 162

 
22-0323-AR6 
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22-0323-AR7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 23, 2022 

 165

 
22-0323-AR8 
 

 
 
22-0323-AR9 
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22-0323-AR10 
 

 
 

 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I would like to note for the record that AR11 [Approve Payment of Proposed Settlement 
Regarding H.P., et al., v. Board of Education, Case No. 18-cv-621] will be withdrawn from Agenda.  
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22-0323-AR11 
 
WITHDRAWN 
 

 
 
22-0323-AR12 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 22-0323-AR2 through 22-0323-AR10, and 22-0323-AR12. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 22-0323-AR2 through 22-0323-AR10, 
and 22-0323-AR12 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with an item from the Chief Executive Officer, and this item does 
require a vote. 
 
22-0323-EX3 
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 Vice President Revuluri moved and Board Member Sotelo seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Report 22-0323-EX3. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None  
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 22-0323-EX3 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will continue with additional items from the Board, that do require a vote. 
 
22-0323-RS4 
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22-0323-RS5 
 

 
 

 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I would like to note for the record that on March 18, 2022, the Board members and the Office 
of the Board received the CEO's recommendation to dismiss a Probationary Appointed Teacher 
pursuant to Board Rule 4-1 and 105 ILCS 5/34-84. His recommendation included the name of the 
teacher affected and the reason. He also noted that the teacher affected will be notified of their 
dismissal after adoption of the Resolution. 
 
 Board Member Truss moved and Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 22-0323-RS4 and 22-0323-RS5. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 22-0323-RS4 and 22-0323-RS5 
adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, there are no further items on the public agenda. 
 
 Board Member Sotelo presented the following Motion: 
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22-0323-MO2 
 

 
 
 Vice President Revuluri seconded the motion to adopt Motion 22-0323-MO2. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 22-0323-MO2 adopted. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
RECORD OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
 The following is a record of the Board's Closed Session: 
 
(1) The Closed Meeting was held on March 23, 2022, beginning at 2:24 p.m. at the CPS Loop 

Office, 42 W. Madison Street, Garden Level, GC-107, and Chicago Illinois 60602. 
 

(2) PRESENT: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri*, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo*, and 
President del Valle - 6 

 
 ABSENT: None 
 
 *Note: Vice President Revuluri was not present when roll call was taken, he joined meeting 

at approximately 2:27pm.  Mr. Sotelo left Closed Session at 2:50 p.m. 
 

Staff Present:  Pedro Martinez, Bogdana Chkoumbova, Joseph Moriarty, Kathryn Ellis, 
Crystal Cooper and Estela Beltran. 

 
 

 Discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or  
dismissal of specific employees, specific individuals who serve as independent  
contractors in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or specific volunteers of the 
public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a  
complaint lodged against an employee, a specific individual who serves as an  
independent contractor in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or a volunteer  
of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity 
pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act. 
 



March 23, 2022 

 172

 Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body  
has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public 
body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding 
shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting pursuant to Section 
2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act. 
 

 No votes were taken in Closed Session. 
 
 After Closed Session the Board reconvened. 
 
 Members present after Closed Session:  Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland,  
Mr. Truss, and President del Valle – 5 
 
 Members absent after Closed Session: Mr. Sotelo – 1 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I will continue with Executive Session items from the CEO. These items do require a vote. 
 
22-0323-EX4 
 

 
 
22-0323-EX5 
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22-0323-EX6 
 

 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 22-0323-EX4 through 22-0323-EX6. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, and President del Valle – 5 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 22-0323-EX4 through 22-0323-EX6 
adopted. 
 

OMNIBUS 
 

 At the Regular Board Meeting held on March 23, 2022, the foregoing motions, reports and 
other actions set forth from number 22-0323-MO1 through 22-0323-EX6 except as otherwise 
indicated, were adopted as the recommendations or decisions of the Chief Executive Officer and 
General Counsel.  
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 Vice President Revuluri abstained on Board Report 22-0323-PR1 [Metropolitan Family 
Services – vendor #46]. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 President del Valle moved to adjourn the meeting, and Board Member Todd-Breland 
moved and Vice President Revuluri seconded, it was so ordered by a voice vote, all members 
present voting therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared the Board Meeting adjourned. 
 
 I, Estela G. Beltran, Secretary of the Board of Education and Keeper of the records thereof, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of certain proceedings of said 
Board of Education of the City of Chicago at its Regular Board Meeting held on March 23, 2022 held 
as a hybrid of in-person for Board Members, Senior Cabinet Members, and Honorary Student 
Board Member and electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at cpsboe.org. 
 

Estela G. Beltran 
Secretary 
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