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ATTEST: 
 

 
 
Secretary of the Board of Education  
of the City of Chicago 
 
President del Valle took the Chair and the meeting* being called to order there were then: 
 
 PRESENT: Ms. Rome**, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland**, Mr. Truss**, 
 Mr. Sotelo, and President del Valle** – 6 
 
 ABSENT:   Ms. Meléndez – 1 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Dr. Janice Jackson**, Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Joseph Moriarty**, 
General Counsel, Ms. LaTanya McDade**, Chief Education Officer,  
Mr. Arnie Rivera**, Chief Operating Officer, and Tia Hawthorne, Honorary Student Board Member. 
 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 *NOTE: The meeting was held as a hybrid of in-person for Board Members and Senior 
Cabinet Members and electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at cpsboe.org. 
 
 **NOTE: Present in the Board Room. 
 
 President del Valle provided the following remarks: 
 
 I would like to read a statement on behalf of the entire board.   
 
 Since the pandemic started, we have heard from families, teachers, students, and 
community members through emails, office hours, community meetings and social media.  We’ve 
heard from people who passionately believe we should reopen schools immediately and those who 
think we should wait.  We’ve read stories of children thriving under remote learning and those who 
are struggling.  We’ve seen the District take the lead in providing tens of millions of meals for 
Chicago families, partner with private industry and the City to address the digital divide, and 
partner with Community organizations to connect with students and make sure they were 
attending school.  It’s been ten very long months since we stopped in-person school for most of 
our students and we find ourselves at an inflection point.   
 
 The Board sincerely wants to come to an agreement with CTU on in-person instruction.  A 
strike would be devastating for our students, our parents, and our communities who have already 
endured so much over the last ten months.  We believe our teachers truly want to continue to  
deliver  high quality instruction to our students, and that they know how debilitating a strike would 
be for students whose progress and wellbeing has already been impacted by COVID.  COVID has 
seriously affected many of those in our CPS family and we acknowledge the very real fear that the 
pandemic has caused for our communities.  It’s in everyone's best interest to come to an 
agreement that provides a path forward.  
 
 The Board also believes that we should be moving towards more opportunities to safely 
pursue in person instruction, and in fact, we believe that it’s everyone’s goal -- students, families, 
and our  principals, teachers and staff.  We know that teachers, principals, and staff have made 
heroic efforts to implement and improve remote learning since we started in the spring, and it’s 
significantly better than when we started as a result.  We also know that despite those significant 
efforts, it’s not working for everyone and we need to find a path back to in-person instruction for 
more students.  There are many students and families that are counting us to do just that. 
 
 One common point of confusion has been about the Board’s role in the reopening process.  
CPS, in close partnership with CDPH and the Mayor’s Office, developed a comprehensive and 
detailed reopening plan.  The Board has worked with CPS to clarify, and strengthen its different 
components and elevate the concerns of the public heard through meetings, emails and office 
hours.  We would also like to clarify that we are voting on a Resolution today that is an extension 
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of financial authority that was already granted to the CPS management team at the beginning of the 
pandemic. The additional extension of this financial authority allows CPS management to bypass 
some of the more time intensive rules, in other words, saving valuable time to be responsive to the 
ongoing challenges of the pandemic.  This Resolution has been used to quickly procure things like 
air filters and start the surveillance testing program--things that under our general procurement 
process would take several months, and we can’t afford to allow that to happen as a Board. In 
order to be able to provide the resources associated with a safe return to in-person school, the 
CPS management team will need this continued delegated authority.  
 
 In summary, we believe that we will need real partnership with the CTU, our management 
team, our families, our principals, our lunchroom and security staff, our clerks, our engineers, our 
custodians, and with our community partners, to collectively mitigate the impact that COVID 19 
continues to have on our communities, and most importantly on our students.  An agreement 
would be a signal of that authentic partnership that will be needed as we move forward to heal 
together. 
 
 President del Valle provided the order of the meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Honoring Excellence segment of the 
Board Meeting. Ms. LaTanya McDade, Chief Education Officer introduced Hayley Orlinsky, student 
at Garvey Elementary School. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to CEO Remarks segment of the Board 
Meeting. Dr. Janice Jackson, Chief Executive Officer, provided updates regarding the school 
reopening plan; announced the district is moving forward with the next phase of the district’s 
Whole School Comprehensive Safety Program; acknowledged and thanked to the elected officials 
in Washington regarding the passage of additional funding for COVID-19 relief as well as 
acknowledge the first Black and South Asian woman to be sworn in as Vice President; provided an 
update on the agreement reached between CPS and union Local IUOE 399, which represents 
building engineers; thanked the CPS school nurses, who have volunteered to part of the newly 
formed vaccine core; provided an update to the vaccination plan with CPS and the CDPH to 
implement the COVID-19 vaccine rollout plan for Chicago; announced the ramping up of the 
Surveillance Testing Program, in consultation with the CTU, that will be a voluntary program 
offered twice a month to all CPS employees; and the School Readiness Dashboard, available on 
cps.edu/reopening, that provides a dashboard identifying all schools and their readiness. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Committee Updates segment of the Board 
Meeting. Finance and Audit Committee Chair Vice President Revuluri provided an update on the 
Finance and Audit Committee. Whole Child Committee Chair Board Member Rome, Honorary 
Student Board Member Tia Hawthorne and Christopher Thrower provided an update on the Whole 
Child Committee and the first student round table (Topic: School Choice). 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Public Participation segment of the 
Board Meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Participation. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Agenda Items. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to a Presentation. Mr. Bing Howell, Chief 
Portfolio Officer, provided a presentation on Charter Renewals. Ms. LaTanya McDdade, Chief 
Education Officer, Mr. Arnie Rivera, Chief Operating Officer, Dr. Stephanie Jones, Chief Officer of 
Diverse Learner Support and Services, Dr. Kenneth Fox, Chief Health Officer, and Dr. Marielle 
Fricchione, Chicago Department of Public Health, provided a presentation on the Reopening Update.  
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with the Vote on Public Agenda Items. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I will begin with items on the public agenda, read the board report numbers and brief titles. 
Mr. President, I will continue with Public Agenda items that do require a vote. 
  



January 27, 2021 

 3

 
21-0127-RS1 
 

 

 

 
 



January 27, 2021 

 4

 

 
 
21-0127-RS2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 5

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 6

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 7

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 8

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 9

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 10

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 11

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 12

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 13

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 14

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 15

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 16

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 17

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 18

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 19

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 20

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 21

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 22

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 23

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 24

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 25

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 26

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 27

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 28

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 29

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 30

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 31

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 32

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 33

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 34

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 35

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 36

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 37

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 38

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 39

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 40

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 41

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 42

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 43

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 44

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 45

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 46

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 47

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 48

 
21-0127-PO1 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 49

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 50

 

 
 

 
 
21-0127-PO2 
 

 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 51

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



January 27, 2021 

 52

 

 

 
 
 

 



January 27, 2021 

 53

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 54

 
21-0127-PO3 
 

 

  
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 55

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 56

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 57

 

 
 

 
 
21-0127-EX1* 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 58

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 59

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



January 27, 2021 

 60

 

 
 
*[Note: The complete document will be on File in the Office of the Board and posted on cpsboe.org] 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Sotelo seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 21-0127-RS1, 21-0127-RS2, 21-0127-PO1 through 21-0127-PO3, 21-0127-EX1 
through 21-0127-EX4, 21-0127-OP1, and 21-0127-PR1 through 21-0127-PR10. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-0127-RS1, 21-0127-RS2, 21-0127-
PO1 through 21-0127-PO3, 21-0127-EX1 through 21-0127-EX4, 21-0127-OP1, and 21-0127-PR1 
through 21-0127-PR10 adopted. 
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21-0127-AR1 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-0127-FN1, 21-0127-PR11, and  
21-0127-AR1 accepted. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with Executive Session Agenda Items from the 
General Counsel. 
 
21-0127-AR2 
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21-0127-AR3 
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21-0127-AR6 
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21-0127-AR7 
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21-0127-AR8 
 

 
 
 Board Member Truss moved and Board Member Rome seconded the motion to adopt Board 
Reports 21-0127-AR2 through 21-0127-AR8. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-0127-AR2 through 21-0127-AR8 
adopted. 
 
 The Secretary thereupon proceeded with an Executive Session Agenda Item from the First 
Deputy General Counsel. 
 
21-0127-AR9 
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 Vice President Revuluri moved and Board Member Rome seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Report 21-0127-AR9. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 21-0127-AR9 adopted. 
 
21-0127-EX5 
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 Board Member Sotelo moved and Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Report 21-0127-EX5. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 21-0127-EX5 adopted. 
 
21-0127-RS3 
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21-0127-RS4 
 

 
 
21-0127-RS5 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 21-0127-RS3 through 21-0127-RS5. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-0127-RS3 through 21-0127-RS5 
adopted. 
 
 Board Member Rome presented the following Motion: 
 
21-0127-MO1 
 

 
 
 Vice President Revuluri seconded the Motion to adopt Board Report 21-0127-MO1. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
  
 Nays: None 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-0127-MO1 adopted. 
 
 Vice President Revuluri presented the following Motion: 
 
21-0127-MO2 
 

 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the Motion to adopt Board Report 21-0127-MO2. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
  
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-0127-MO2 adopted. 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland presented the following Motion: 
 
21-0127-MO3 
 

 
 
 Board Member Truss seconded the Motion to adopt Board Report 21-0127-MO3. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
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 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-0127-MO3 adopted. 
 
 Board Member Truss presented the following Motion: 
 
21-0127-MO4 
 

 
 

 
 
 Board Member Sotelo seconded the Motion to adopt Board Report 21-0127-MO4. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-0127-MO4 adopted. 
 
 Board Member Sotelo presented the following Motion: 
 
21-0127-MO5 
 

 
 
 Board Member Rome seconded the Motion to adopt Board Report 21-0127-MO5. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
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 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 21-0127-MO5 adopted. 
 
21-0127-OP2 
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21-0127-RS6 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 21-0127-OP2 and 21-0127-RS6. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 21-0127-OP2 and 21-0127-RS6 
adopted. 
 

OMNIBUS 
 

 At the Regular Board Meeting held on January 27, 2021, the foregoing motions, reports and 
other actions set forth from number 21-0127-RS1 through 21-0127-RS6 except as otherwise 
indicated, were adopted as the recommendations or decisions of the Chief Executive Officer and 
General Counsel.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 President del Valle moved to adjourn the meeting, and it was so ordered by a voice vote, 
all members present voting therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared the Board Meeting adjourned. 
 
 I, Estela G. Beltran, Secretary of the Board of Education and Keeper of the records thereof, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of certain proceedings of said 
Board of Education of the City of Chicago at its Regular Board Meeting held on January 27, 2021 
held as a hybrid on in-person and electronically via Zoom. 
 
 

Estela G. Beltran 
Secretary 
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