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ATTEST: 
 

 
 
Secretary of the Board of Education  
of the City of Chicago 
 
President del Valle took the Chair and the meeting* being called to order there were then: 
 
 PRESENT: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak**, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Paige Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 NOTE: One vacancy exists on the Board. 
 
 ABSENT:  None.    
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Pedro Martinez, Chief Executive Officer, Joseph Moriarty, General 
Counsel, Bogdana Chkoumbova, Chief Education Officer, Charles Mayfield, Interim Chief Operating 
Officer, and Emmanuel Ofosuhene, Honorary Student Board Member 
 
 ABSENT:  None.  
 
 *NOTE: The meeting was held as a hybrid of in-person for Board Members, Senior Cabinet 
Members, and Honorary Student Board Member and electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at 
cpsboe.org. 
 
 **NOTE: Board Member Medrano Novak joined virtually. 
 
 President del Valle provided the order of the meeting. 
 
 President del Valle recognized the retirement of Estela G. Beltran, Secretary to the Board of 
Education City of Chicago and read the Honoring Resolution from Public Agenda and thereupon 
opened the floor to tributes to Secretary Beltran. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Honoring Excellence and CEdO Remarks 
segment of the Board Meeting. Bogdana Chkoumbova, Chief Education Officer, welcomed and 
recognized POSSE Scholar students; provided highlights on Student Performance; recognized Art 
Student highlights; acknowledged the expansion of the Out of School Time Programs; shared 
updates on the 2023 – 2024 CPS Academic Calendar; announced the celebrations of schools and 
district offices during Black History Month during the month of February; and congratulated 
Mauricio Segovia, Network Chief, who will be retiring at the end of January. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to CEO Remarks segment of the Board 
Meeting. Pedro Martinez, Chief Executive Officer, provided an update on Student Transportation; 
and then provided an overview of the CPS 3-Year Blueprint: Section 1, Blueprint Overview; Section 
2a, Recommitments (Academic Progress); Section 2b, Recommitments (Operational Excellence); 
Section 2c: Recommitments (Building Trust); Section 3, Reimagining; Section 3a, 10 Key Focus 
Areas; Section 4, Getting Involved; and concluded with encouraging all stakeholders to provided 
feedback.  
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Committee Updates segment of the Board 
Meeting. No Committee updates were provided. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Public Participation segment of the 
Board Meeting. 
 
 Board Member Chapman presented the following Motion: 
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23-0125-MO1 
 

 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO1.  
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 23-0125-MO1 adopted. 
 
 After the Recess the Board Reconvened. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Presentations. Will Fletcher, Inspector 
General, Amber Nesbitt, Deputy Inspector General, and Matthew Schmidt, Assistant Inspector 
General, provided a presentation on Office of Inspector General Update; Camie Pratt, Title IX Office, 
provided a presentation on Office of Student Protections & Title IX Update; and Rochelle 
Washington, Director Performance & Accountability, Zabrina Evans, Director School Quality & 
Support, and Alfonso Carmona, Chief Portfolio Officer, provided a presentation on Charter and 
Contract Renewals. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Agenda Items. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with the Vote on Public Agenda Items.  
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I will proceed with the items on the public agenda, read the board report numbers and brief 
titles. For the record, President del Valle, I would like to note that the vote for the following items 
that I read into the record will be taken when the Board reconvenes from Closed Session. These 
matters are: PO2,  New Options School Accountability Policy. EX11, Renewal for Instituto Justice 
and Leadership with Performance Benchmarks and Conditions. EX15, Renewal for Chicago Excel 
Academy with Conditions. EX16, Renewal for Excel Academy of Englewood with Conditions. EX19, 
Renewal for Little Black Pearl Art and Design Academy with Conditions. EX21, Camelot Alt Ed with 
Conditions for the Alternative Safe School Program. So to reiterate, it’s going to be PO2, EX11, 
EX15, EX16, EX19, and EX21. So we’ll proceed with the Agenda matters, President del Valle, and I 
believe Member Todd-Breland has motion MO2 regarding Record of Proceedings. 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland presented the following Motion: 
 
23-0125-MO2 
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 Board Member Ponder seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO2. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 23-0125-MO2 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 President del Valle, I will continue with a Resolution that does not require a vote. RS1, 
President del Valle, is the Resolution Honoring Estela G. Beltran Secretary to the Board of Education 
of the City of Chicago. President del Valle, this item just needs to be accepted by the Board.  
 
23-0125-RS1 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-RS1 accepted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 President del Valle, I will continue with additional items that do require a vote. 
 
23-0125-RS2 
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23-0125-RS3 
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23-0125-RS4 
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23-0125-PO1 
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23-0125-EX1* 
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 *[Note: The complete document will be on File in the Office of the Board and posted on 
cpsboe.org] 
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23-0125-EX2* 
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 *[Note: The complete document will be on File in the Office of the Board and posted on 
cpsboe.org] 
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23-0125-EX3 
 

 
 

 



January 25, 2023 

 69 

 

 

 

 
 



January 25, 2023 

 70 

 

 
 

 
 
 



January 25, 2023 

 71 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 25, 2023 

 72 

 

 
 

 
 
23-0125-EX4 
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23-0125-EX6 
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23-0125-EX8 
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23-0125-EX14 
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23-0125-EX18 
 
FINAL 
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23-0125-OP1 
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23-0125-PR1 
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 Board Member Medrano Novak abstained on Board Report 23-0125-PR1. 
 
23-0125-PR2 
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23-0125-PR7 
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 Board Member Medrano Novak abstained on Board Report 23-0125-PR7. 
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 Board Member Medrano Novak abstained on Board Report 23-0125-PR11. 
 
 Board Member Scott moved and Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 23-0125-RS2 through 23-0125-RS4, 23-0125-PO1, 23-0125-EX1 through 23-0125-EX10, 
23-0125-EX12 through 23-0125-EX14, 23-0125-EX17, 23-0125-EX18, 23-0125-EX20, 23-0125-OP1,  
23-0125-OP2, and 23-0125-PR1 through 23-0125-PR11. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll, with the noted abstentions for Board Member Medrano Novak, 
and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 23-0125-RS2 through 23-0125-RS4, 23-
0125-PO1, 23-0125-EX1 through 23-0125-EX10, 23-0125-EX12 through 23-0125-EX14, 23-0125-EX17, 
23-0125-EX18, 23-0125-EX20, 23-0125-OP1, 23-0125-OP2, and 23-0125-PR1 through 23-0125-PR11, 
with the noted abstentions for Board Member Medrano Novak, adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
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 President del Valle I will continue with additional items on the public agenda that do not 
require a vote. 
 
23-0125-FN1 
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23-0125-PR12 
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23-0125-EX22 
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23-0125-EX23 
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23-0125-AR1 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 23-0125-FN1, 23-0125-PR12,  
23-0125-EX22, 23-0125-EX23, and 23-0125-AR1 accepted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 President del Valle, I will continue with additional items from the General Counsel that do 
require a vote. 
 
23-0125-AR2 
 

 
 
23-0125-AR3 
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23-0125-AR4 
 

 
 
23-0125-AR5 
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23-0125-AR6 
 

 
 
23-0125-AR7 
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23-0125-AR8 
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 Board Member Medrano Novak abstained on Board Report 23-0125-AR8. 
 
23-0125-AR9 
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23-0125-AR11 
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23-0125-AR13 
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23-0125-AR14 
 

 
 
23-0125-AR15 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Ponder seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 23-0125-AR2 through 23-0125-AR15. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll, with the noted abstention for Board Member Medrano Novak, 
and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 23-0125-AR2 through 23-0125-AR15, 
with the noted abstention for Board Member Medrano Novak, adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 President del Valle, I will continue with an item from the Board that does require a vote. 
 
23-0125-RS5 
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 Board Member Scott, Jr. moved and Board Member Chapman seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Report 23-0125-RS5. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-RS5 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I believe Board Member Todd-Breland has Motion MO3. 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland presented the following Motion: 
 
23-0125-MO3 
 

 
 
 Board Member Chapman seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO3. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-MO3 adopted. 
 
 Board Member Chapman presented the following Motion: 
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23-0125-MO4 
 

 
 
 Board Member Medrano Novak seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO4. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-MO4 adopted. 
 
 Board Member Medrano Novak presented the following Motion: 
 
23-0125-MO5 
 

 
 
 Board Member Scott, Jr. seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO5. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-MO5 adopted. 
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 Board Member Scott, Jr. presented the following Motion: 
 
23-0125-MO6 
 

 
 

 
 
 Board Member Ponder seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO6. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-MO6 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 President del Valle, there are no further items on the public agenda. 
 
 Board Member Ponder presented the following Motion: 
 
23-0125-MO7 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO7. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-MO7 adopted. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
RECORD OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
 The following is a record of the Board's Closed Session: 
 
(1) The Closed Meeting was held on January 25, 2023, beginning at 3:27 p.m. at the CPS Loop 

Office, 42 W. Madison Street, Garden Level, GC-107, and Chicago Illinois 60602. 
 

(2) PRESENT: Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano Novak*, Board Member Scott, 
Jr., Board Member Ponder, Board Member Todd-Breland, and President del Valle – 6 

  
 ABSENT: None   
 
 Staff Present:  Pedro Martinez, Bogdana Chkoumbova, Joseph Moriarty, Adam Lechnir, 

Estela Beltran, Susan Narrajos** and Ruchi Verma*** 
 
 Notes: *Board Member Medrano Novak joined via Google Meet/Telephone Conference

 **Susan Narrajos left after roll was called 
  *** Individual Noted with three asterisks only jointed for a portion of the meeting 
  One Vacancy Exists on the Board 
 

 Discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or  
dismissal of specific employees, specific individuals who serve as independent  
contractors in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or specific volunteers of the 
public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a  
complaint lodged against an employee, a specific individual who serves as an  
independent contractor in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or a volunteer  
of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity 
pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act. 
 

 Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body  
has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public 
body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding 
shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting pursuant to Section 
2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act. 
 

 No votes were taken in Closed Session. 
 
 After Closed Session the Board reconvened. 
 
 Members present after Closed Session:  Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member 
Chapman, Board Member Medrano Novak**, Board Member Scott, Jr.,  Board Member Ponder, and 
President del Valle – 6 
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 Members absent after Closed Session: None 
 
 **NOTE: Board Member Medrano Novak joined virtually. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Before we proceed with the Executive Session items to vote on, as we noted prior to going 
into Executive Session, votes were noted for PO2, EX11, EX15, EX16, EX19, and EX21 that we 
would be taking at this time. President del Valle PO2, Policy for Options School Accountability, 
EX11, Renewal for Instituto Justice and Leadership with Performance Benchmarks and Conditions 
for the One-Year Renewal; EX15, Renewal for the Chicago Excel Academy Agreement for a Four-
Year with Conditions and I would like to note an abstention for Board Member Chapman on EX15; 
EX16, Renewal for Excel Academy of Englewood for a Five-Year Renewal with Conditions and I 
would like to note an abstention for Board Member Chapman on EX16; EX19, Renewal for Little 
Black Pearl for a Two-Year Renewal with Conditions; and EX21, Renewal with Camelot Alt Ed-
Illinois for the Alternative Safe School Program Services for a Four-Year Renewal with Conditions 
and I would like to note an abstention for Board Member Chapman on EX21. 
 
 President del Valle, these items do require a vote so we will need a motion and a second. 
 
23-0125-PO2 
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23-0125-EX11 
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23-0125-EX15 
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23-0125-EX16 
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23-0125-EX19 
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23-0125-EX21 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Scott, Jr. seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 23-0125-PO2, 23-0125-EX11, 23-0125-EX15, 23-0125-EX16, 23-0125-EX19, and 
23-0125-EX21. 
 
 The Secretary called the role, with the noted abstentions for Board Member Chapman, and 
the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 23-0125-PO2, 23-0125-EX11,  
23-0125-EX15, 23-0125-EX16, 23-0125-EX19, and 23-0125-EX21, with the noted abstentions for Board 
Member Chapman, adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 President del Valle, we will proceed with Executive Session items from the CEO. These 
items do require a vote. 
 
 EX24 as noted on the Public Agenda is to Appoint Chief Officer. So the Action before the 
Board for EX24 is Appoint Chief Health Officer effective February 27, 2023 for Sofia Adawy-
Akintunde. EX25 as noted on the Public Agenda is the Report on Principal Contract Renewal ALSC. 
So the Action before the Board for EX25 is Report on Principal Contract Renewal ALSC for 
Ferdinand Wipachit for the Phoenix Military Academy High School. There is an additional item from 
the CEO, EX26, Authorize a New Placement Agreement with Shrub Oak International School 
Regarding Z.G. These items do require a vote. 
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23-0125-EX24 
 

 
 
23-0125-EX25 
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23-0125-EX26 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Ponder seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 23-0125-EX24, 23-1025-EX25, and 23-0125-EX26. 
 
 The Secretary called the role and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 23-0125-EX24, 23-1025-EX25,  
and 23-0125-EX26 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I will continue with items from the Board of Education. These items do require a vote. 
 
 MO8 as noted on the Public Agenda is the Motion Re: Transfer and Appoint Secretary to the 
Board of Education. So the Action before the Board for MO8 is Motion Re: Transfer and Appoint 
Secretary to the Board of Education, Susan J. Narrajos.  
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland presented the following Motion: 
 
23-0125-MO8 
 

 
 
 Board Member Ponder seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO8. 
 
 The Secretary called the role and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-MO8 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 MO9 as noted on the Public Agenda is Motion Re: Transfer and Appoint Assistant Secretary 
to the Board of Education. So the Action before the Board for MO9 is Motion Re: Transfer and 
appoint Assistant Secretary to the Board of Education, Myra Rivera. 
 
 Board Member Chapman presented the following Motion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 25, 2023 

 319

 
23-0125-MO9 
 

 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland seconded the motion to adopt Motion 23-0125-MO9. 
 
 The Secretary called the role and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Board Member Todd-Breland, Board Member Chapman, Board Member Medrano 
Novak, Board Member Scott, Jr., Board Member Ponder, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 23-0125-MO9 adopted. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 There are no further items on the Executive Session agenda. 
 

OMNIBUS 
 
 At the Regular Board Meeting held on January 25, 2023, the foregoing motions, reports and 
other actions set forth from number 23-0125-MO1 through 23-0125-MO9 except as otherwise 
indicated, were adopted as the recommendations or decisions of the Chief Executive Officer and 
General Counsel.  
 
 Board Member Medrano Novak abstained on Board Reports 23-0125-PR1 [Edmentum, Inc 
#14; Great Minds PBC (Corporation) #74; Illuminate Education, Inc. #23; Instructure, Inc. #27; 
Kaplan, Inc. #106; Lessonbee Inc. #110; Motivating Systems LLC DBAPBIS Rewards #157; NCS 
Pearson #115; Nearpod Inc. #40; Northwestern University #79;Proximity Learning, Inc. #269; 
Renaissance Learning, Inc. #49]; 23-0125-PR7 [CCC Holdings, Inc.; Leopardo Companies Inc.];    
23-0125-PR11 [KCC Class Action Services LLC #1]; 23-0125-AR8 [Half (Robert) a Temporary Legal 
Services Agency #13].  
 
 Board Member Chapman abstained on Board Reports 23-0125-EX15 [Chicago Excel 
Academy]; 23-0125-EX16 [Excel Academy of Englewood]; and 23-0125-EX21 [Camelot Alt Ed-
Illinois for the Alternative Safe School Program Services]. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 President del Valle moved to adjourn the meeting, and Board Member Todd-Breland 
moved and Board Member Scott, Jr. seconded, it was so ordered by a voice vote, all members 
present voting therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared the Board Meeting adjourned. 
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 I, Estela G. Beltran, Secretary of the Board of Education and Keeper of the records thereof, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of certain proceedings of said 
Board of Education of the City of Chicago at its Regular Board Meeting held on January 25, 2023 
held as a hybrid of in-person for Board Members, Senior Cabinet Members, and Honorary Student 
Board Member, and electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at cpsboe.org. 
 

Estela G. Beltran 
Secretary 
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