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Chicago Surges: CPS Contact Tracing Update

Chicago facing 929 Daily Avg Cases

CPS Contact Tracing Team now closes >1,000 cases/week 

Contact Tracing Team (operates in Surge Protocol mode, 7 days/week, 
under guidance of CDPH):
● 38 Contact Tracers (43 by Jan 3, 2022)
●  7  Team Leads
●  1  COVID-19 Response Manager
●  1  Director



Students

4,550

Staff

1,399

Overall Total Cases:Total Reported Case Counts in SY21-22
Aug. 29 - Dec. 11



Students

Weekly Average of Individuals Quarantined/Isolated
Sept. 26 - Dec. 11

Currently 
Quarantined/Isolated

3806,818

Staff
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CPS COVID-19 Testing Update (as of Dec 2021)

Screening Tests 

● CPS will complete nearly 400,000 COVID-19 Screening Tests for 2021
● This includes >263,000 screening tests since September 2021;                       

Last week, over 32,000 tests were completed
● COVID-19 screening test yield: Consistently <1% (0.82% positive last week)

Test to Stay Pilot 

● Launched week of December 6th 
● One classroom in one elementary school with high vaccine coverage rates
● Strong cooperation and communications between eager principal and parents
● Analysis ongoing: Health success; resource intensive; operationally taxing



Students Registered for Testing
Sept. 26 - Dec. 11

Students Registered 
for Testing:

40,135



Number of Tests Administered
Sept. 26 - Dec. 11 Total Tests 

Administered

271,825

3-Day 
Week

4-Day 
Week

2-Day 
Week



Test Positivity Rate

0.82%

Weekly Number of COVID Tests Completed vs. Positive Tests
Aug. 29 - Dec. 11

3-Day 
Week

4-Day 
Week

2-Day 
Week
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Winter Break Testing Innovation: Home Tests 

150,000 COVID-19 Home Screening Test Kits will be sent to >300 
schools for student use

● Prioritized distribution based on:
○ COVID-19 Community Vulnerability Index (CCVI)
○ Vaccination coverage rates  

Screening Kits to be sent home via students on Friday, Dec 17th
● Highly  recommended for the unvaccinated
● Kits include prepaid FedEx label for shipping.
● Collect specimen Tuesday, December 28th. Fedex on day of 

collection.
● This allows adequate time to get result before school starts on 

Monday, January 3rd.
● Results shared by text, email or log-in to website account on 

home.color.com
● If POSITIVE, isolate for 10 days from date of test.
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CPS COVID-19 Vaccination 

90% 
of CPS staff are vaccinated

>50% 
of CPS students ages 12 and up have been vaccinated
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● CPS receives state vaccine registry 
data from CDPH twice/month

● ITS then uploads vaccination records 
into Aspen

● 38,786 doses currently pending upload
● A School Nurse can validate and enter 

student vaccination data into Aspen to 
remove students from quarantine list if 
data is yet not uploaded (at the time 
that a quarantine decision must be 
made)

CPS Student COVID-19 Vaccine Coverage (12/10/21)

Eligibility 
Group

At least First Dose 
received

5-11 years 13.31%

12-17 years 55.42%

18 years+ 50.33%
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Recent CPS COVID-19 vaccination opportunities (Nov 13-  Dec 10, 2021):

● 75 Mobile Clinic Events:        1,969 patients 
● 13 Regional Clinical Events:   920 patients 

Between Nov 11 and Dec 23rd:

● 22 Mobile Clinic Events available 
●   4 Regional vaccination events available 
● School-based/School-linked Health Centers continue to make appointments:

○ 23 school-based clinics offer COVID-19 vaccine for 12+ yo
○ 15 school-based clinics offer COVID-19 vaccine for 5-11 yo

● CPS temporary Satellite Clinic at Harlan HS (zip: 60628) supplements wider city/ community opportunities.  
● Additional CPS Satellite Clinics with contracted health system providers are in production 

COVID-19 vaccine availability continues to outpace demand; slots remain unfilled

CPS COVID-19 Vaccination Events: Dec 2021 Update
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COVID-19 Communications

Paid Advertising Campaign
● Leading with student voices
● English and Spanish
● Targeted to West and South Side
● Types of Advertising:

○ Billboards
○ Public Transportation
○ Radio Ads
○ Website Banner Ads
○ Social Media Ads
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COVID-19 Communications (Cont.)

Direct Communication to Parents
● Emails, Texts, Robocalls From CPS
● Weekly Email from Principals
● Communications/Marketing Packages 

From CPS to Schools
● Targeted Communications on Key 

Dates:
○ Vaccine Awareness Day
○ Report Card Pickup
○ Thanksgiving & Holidays


