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ATTEST: 
 

 
 
Secretary of the Board of Education  
of the City of Chicago 
 
President del Valle took the Chair and the meeting* being called to order there were then: 
 
 PRESENT**: Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. 
Sotelo, and President del Valle – 7 
 
 ABSENT:   None     
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Dr. Janice Jackson, Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Joseph Moriarty, General 
Counsel (present in the Board Room), Ms. LaTanya McDade, Chief Education Officer, Mr. Arnie 
Rivera, Chief Operating Officer, and Tia Hawthorne, Honorary Student Board Member. 
 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 *NOTE: The meeting was held electronically via Zoom and Live Stream at cpsboe.org 
 
 **NOTE: Mr. Revululri left the meeting at approximately 3:30 pm and was not present for the 
vote on Public Agenda items. Mr. Revuluri rejoined the meeting at approximately 4:45 pm and was 
present for the vote on Executive Session items. Mr. Sotelo left the Closed Session at 
approximately 4:40 pm and was not present when the Board reconvened for the vote on Executive 
Session items. 
 
 President del Valle provided the following remarks: 
 
 This is the last board meeting of the year.  It’s been quite the year!   We finally made it!  It’s 
been a rough year, to say the least. I, for one, don’t want to experience another year like this one.  I 
think many of you would probably agree.  But in spite of all the hardships that we’ve experienced, 
all our families, our students, our teachers, our communities in general, we have to look back and 
be thankful for a lot of things within the CPS family.  And the CPS family is a very, very large 
family.  It’s one of the largest families in the county when it comes to public education.  I think of 
the workers, our lunchroom staff, our food service staff distributing lunches since we closed to the 
families on a daily basis on the front line constantly.  I think about the custodians and the security 
staff.  And I think about our Safe Passage workers.  And, of course, I think about our clerks and 
principals and our teachers and counselors and social workers and nurses, our Central Office 
staff, our Network staff, our executive staff, and our community partners, all the people in the 
Mayor’s office who have been on the front line along with us and, of course, the parents and all the 
families and our Board members who have been with us and have been through all of this as part 
of the CPS family.  I thank all of you for the sacrifices that you’ve made over this past year, it’s 
been very, very difficult.  I don’t think I have enough words to express how difficult it has been. 
 
 But there is light at the end of the tunnel, and that light is getting brighter and brighter.  It 
certainly became brighter when the first vaccine was given here in Chicago, in the Chicago area.  It 
became brighter when the political climate began to change. And I think it became brighter as 
we’ve seen signs of the economy beginning to recover.  And it’s going to be even brighter when 
our students are back in the classroom because all of us want to see that happen as quickly as 
possible.  Too many of our students have been hurt.  Yes, remote learning has worked for some, 
but it has not worked for others.  We’re going to have to work very, very hard when our kids are 
back in the classroom to help those that need that assistance in terms of catching up.  Much as to 
be done, and I think we’re certainly all up for it.  We’re stronger as a result of our experience this 
year. 
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 And so as 2020 comes to a close, and as I said, you know, I can’t wait until it closes, I want 
New Years to come as quickly as possible, let’s not forget that we’ve grown stronger as a 
community, as a CPS family as a result of all the suffering, of the sacrifices and all the pain that 
has been experienced over this past year.  And not just because of the pandemic, but also for 
many other reasons. 
 
 And so I thank you, I thank you for your work this year, and I want to wish everyone a 
happy new year.  And I know that 2021 is going to be much, much better for CPS and for our 
students, the most important people in our system, our students.  And I’m looking forward to a 
very, very productive year that will help us work to heal the wounds and undue some of the 
damage that has been done during this year.  I thank we can do, and we will do it.  So once again 
thank you all. 
 
 President del Valle provided the order of the meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Honoring Excellence segment of the 
Board Meeting. Ms. LaTanya McDade, Chief Education Officer introduced the video of the Senn 
High School Arts Performance. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to CEO Remarks segment of the Board 
Meeting. Dr. Janice Jackson, Chief Executive Officer, thanked everyone who participated in the 
Local School Councils elections last month; extended a public thank you to former President 
Barack Obama for participating the their virtual town hall last month and providing CPS high 
school students free online access to his new memoir,  “A Promised Land” with a book discussion 
to follow in January 2021; addressed several updates regarding the school reopening plan; and 
announced that CPS was working closely with Mayor Lightfoot and public health officials to 
implement the COVID-19 vaccine rollout plan for Chicago. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Committee Updates segment of the Board 
Meeting. Whole Child Committee Chair Board Member Rome and Honorary Student Board Member 
Tia Hawthorne provided an update on the Whole Child Committee. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Public Participation segment of the 
Board Meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Participation. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Agenda Items. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to a Presentation. Ms. LaTanya McDdade, 
Chief Education Officer, Mr. Arnie Rivera, Chief Operating Officer, Dr. Stephanie Jones, Chief Officer 
of Diverse Learner Support and Services, Dr. Kenneth Fox, Chief Health Officer, Dr. Marielle 
Fricchione, Chicago Department of Public Health, and provided a presentation on the Reopening 
Update. Ms. Bogdana Chkoumbova, Chief Schools Officer, provided a presentation on High School 
Strategy. Mr. Matthew Lyons, Chief Talent Officer, and Ms. Christina Jordan, Deputy Chief Talent 
Officer, provided a presentation on Non-Union Compensation.  
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with the Vote on Public Agenda Items. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 I will begin with items on the public agenda, read the board report numbers and brief titles. 
Mr. President, I will continue with Public Agenda items that do require a vote. 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Sotelo seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 20-1216-RS1 through 20-1216-RS3, 20-1216-PO1 and 20-1216-PO2. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-1216-RS1 through 20-1216-RS3, 
20-1216-PO1 and 20-1216-PO2 adopted. 
 
20-1216-CO1 
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20-1216-EX1* 
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*[Note: The complete document will be on File in the Office of the Board and posted on cpsboe.org] 
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20-1216-PR6 
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 Board Member Meléndez moved and Board Member Truss seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Reports 20-1216-EX1, 20-1216-EX2, 20-1216-OP1, and 20-1216-PR1 through 20-1216-PR7. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-1216-EX1, 20-1216-EX2,  
20-1216-OP1, and 20-1216-PR1 through 20-1216-PR7 adopted. 
 
20-1216-FN1 
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20-1216-PR8 
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20-1216-EX3 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-1216-FN1, 20-1216-PR8,  
20-1216-EX3 through 20-1216-EX5, and 20-1216-AR1 accepted. 
 
 President del Valle proceeded to entertain a Motion to go into Closed Session. 
 
 Board Member Rome presented the following Motion: 
 
20-1216-MO1 
 

 
 
 Board Member Sotelo moved to adopt Motion 20-1216-MO1. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo, and President del 
Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 20-1216-MO1 adopted. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
RECORD OF CLOSED SESSION  

 
 The following is a record of the Board's Closed Session: 
 
(1) The Closed Meeting was held on December 16, 2020, beginning at 4:02 p.m. via Google 

Meets. 
 

(2) PRESENT: Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, Mr. Sotelo***, and 
President del Valle – 6 

 
 ABSENT:  Mr. Revuluri  
 
 ***NOTE:  Mr. Sotelo left Closed Session at approximately 4:40 pm. 
 
 A. Personnel Matters 
 B. Pending Litigation 
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 No votes were taken in Closed Session. 
 
 After Closed Session the Board reconvened electronically via Zoom. 
 
 Members present after Closed Session:  Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-
Breland, Mr. Truss, and President del Valle – 6 
 
 Members absent after Closed Session: Mr. Sotelo     
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with Executive Session Agenda Items. 
 
20-1216-AR2 
 

 
 
20-1216-AR3 
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20-1216-AR4 
 

 
 
20-1216-AR5 
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20-1216-AR12 
 

 
 

 
 
20-1216-AR13 
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 Board Member Truss moved and Board Member Rome seconded the motion to adopt Board 
Reports 20-1216-AR2 through 20-1216-AR13. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, and President 
del Valle – 6  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-1216-AR2 through 20-1216-AR13 
adopted. 
 
20-1216-EX6 
 

 
 

 
 
 



December 16, 2020 

 160

 
 Vice President Revuluri moved and Board Member Todd-Breland moved to adopt Board 
Report 20-1216-EX6. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, and President 
del Valle – 6  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 20-1216-EX6 adopted. 
 
20-1216-RS4 
 

 
 
20-1216-RS5 
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 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I would like to note for the record that on December 11, 2020, the Board 
members and the Office of the Board received the CEO's recommendation to dismiss a 
Probationary Appointed Teacher pursuant to Board Rule 4-1 and 105 ILCS 5/34-84. Her 
recommendation included the name of the teacher affected and the reason. She also noted that the 
teacher affected will be notified of their dismissal after adoption of the Resolution. 
 
20-1216-RS6 
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20-1216-RS7 
 

 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Meléndez seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 20-1216-RS4 through 20-1216-RS7. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-1216-RS4 through 20-1216-RS7 
adopted. 
 
 President del Valle provided the following statement: 
 
 The Resolution to amend the Chief Executive Officer’s, Janice Jackson's, employment 
contract has been approved by this Board unanimously.  Dr. Jackson has demonstrated excellent 
and fearless leadership, an ambitious vision for every student in Chicago Public Schools, and an 
unwavering commitment and dedication to serving our 340,000-plus CPS students and their 
families, as well as our 38,620 employees.  She is a nationally respected leader and the district is 
grateful to have her at the helm of the third largest school system in the country.  Her 
compensation, however, is not on par with that of superintendents across the state or country.  We 
took it as a matter of equity to ensure that the CEO of CPS is fairly compensated and this salary 
adjustment is a step in that direction.  To that end, we are adjusting the CEO's salary to $300,000 
per year, effectively immediately.  We want to thank Dr. Jackson for her leadership and especially 
acknowledge and recognize the work that she has done to lead the district during a challenging 
time. 
 
 Board Member Truss presented the following Motion: 
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20-1216-MO2 
 

 
 
 Board Member Rome seconded the Motion to adopt Board Report 20-1216-MO2. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Ms. Rome, Ms. Meléndez, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Truss, and President 
del Valle – 6 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 20-1216-MO2 adopted. 
 

OMNIBUS 
 

 At the Regular Board Meeting held on December 16, 2020, the foregoing motions, reports 
and other actions set forth from number 20-1216-RS1 through 20-1216-MO2 except as otherwise 
indicated, were adopted as the recommendations or decisions of the Chief Executive Officer and 
General Counsel.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 President del Valle moved to adjourn the meeting, and it was so ordered by a voice vote, 
all members present voting therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared the Board Meeting adjourned. 
 
 I, Estela G. Beltran, Secretary of the Board of Education and Keeper of the records thereof, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of certain proceedings of said 
Board of Education of the City of Chicago at its Regular Board Meeting held on December 16, 2020 
held electronically via Zoom. 
 
 

Estela G. Beltran 
Secretary 
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