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ATTEST: 
 

 
 
Secretary of the Board of Education  
of the City of Chicago 
 
President del Valle took the Chair and the meeting* being called to order there were then: 
 
 PRESENT: Mr. Sotelo, Mr. Truss, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Rome, 
and President del Valle – 7 
 
 ABSENT:   None    
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Dr. Janice Jackson, Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Joseph Moriarty, General 
Counsel, Ms. LaTanya McDade, Chief Education Officer, Mr. Arnie Rivera, Chief Operating Officer, 
and Joshua Torres, Honorary Student Board Member. 
 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 *NOTE: The meeting was held electronically via Zoom. 
 
 President del Valle provided the following remarks: 
 
 Last month we had our first virtual board meeting and it went very smoothly.  In fact, it went 
so smoothly that we were contacted by 6 different entities, 4 city agencies and 2 outside Illinois, 
looking to learn from our virtual board meeting model.  I’d like to take a minute to thank the team at 
CPS who did such a great job running that meeting.  Susan Narrajos and Estela Beltran from the 
Board Office, Marty Mcguire, Albert Luty and Aiden Gavura from Teaching and Learning.  
 
 I would also like to directly address a concern I’ve heard about our reduced public 
participation speakers.  During this crisis, the Board is operating under Emergency Guidelines that 
allow us to conduct essential business while taking appropriate measures to mitigate the 
contagion and spread of COVID-19 and promote expeditious public meetings that will allow board 
members, the CEO, the CEdO and other Officers of the school district to maximize the time spent 
directly addressing the needs of students and families.  While it's certainly important to include 
some public comment, our past standard of 60 participants would both directly conflict with the 
goal of having expeditious meetings, and would also require the public to be on hold for as much 
as 2-3 hours of time.  Even with 15 people, we had people on the phone for a full hour waiting for 
their turn to speak and we also had people who had not signed up through public comment try to 
gain access to speak.   
 
 This virtual format is not ideal.  Certainly, it’s not our preference, especially in terms of 
providing access to the public.  We’re anxious to get back to being able to hear from 60 individuals 
and having public participation last over two hours.  And, of course, I think all Board members feel 
the same.  Recognizing that, Board members have been holding frequent office hours—a total of 
16 separate office hour appointments since our last board meeting -- and we have provided a new 
email address where the public can write to the Board and submit public comment at boe@cps.edu 
in the time frame allowed.  If the need for virtual meetings persists into May, and we hope it won’t, 
but if it does persist into May, we will start publishing these comments for public consumption.   
So all public comments that are sent to us by way of email will be available for everyone to see if 
they’re filed with us during the time frame allotted. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to CEO Remarks segment of the Board 
Meeting. Dr. Janice Jackson, Chief Executive Officer, supported Governor Pritzker’s 
announcement that in-person instruction has been suspended through the end of the 2019-2020 
school year and thanked Governor Pritzker and Mayor Lightfoot for their outstanding leadership 
during this challenging time; provided an update on the meals being distributed via the Nutrition 
Services Team and the meal sites and school buildings are being deep cleaned with over 49,000 
classrooms having been cleaned to date; provided an update on the Command Center who have 
responded to more than 6 thousand calls and emails from families and staff in need of information; 
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announced the celebration of Teacher Appreciation Week beginning Monday, May 4; encouraged 
students, parents, and teachers to continue to take advantage of the resources being offered by 
their schools to support remote learning; announced the self-care resources available to those 
who need the support; informed the public that schools will receive their school budgets for the 
2020-2021 school year at the end of April; and announced the Mr. Bryan Stokes as the new Chief of 
Early Childhood Education.  
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to CEdO Remarks segment of the Board 
Meeting. Ms. LaTanya McDade, Chief Education Officer, provided remarks on the efforts of 
teachers and principals to provide remote learning to all students as well as the teachers 
maintaining office hours virtually, by phone, or by email; and introduced Mr. Phil DiBartolo, Chief 
Information Officer, who provided an update on the distribution of more than 100,000 devices for 
the highest-need students. Ms. McDade announced the third quarter parent-teacher conferences 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 22nd for elementary and Thursday, April 23rd for high schools and 
that reports cards will be mailed to families; announced that CPS is in the process of developing a 
district-wide reporting protocol; and finally thanked teachers, principals, and support staff for 
working around the clock to ensure students have the tools they need to thrive as well as all the 
families taking on the responsibilities of work and home with remote learning to educate their 
children. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to Committee Updates segment of the Board 
Meeting. There were no Committee updates. 
  
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Public Participation segment of the 
Board Meeting. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Participation. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon opened the floor to the Discussion of Public Agenda Items. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with the Vote on Public Agenda Items. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 Mr. President, I will begin with items on the public agenda, read the board report numbers 
and brief titles. I will begin with a Resolution and a Policy. These items do require a vote. 
 
20-0422-RS1 
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20-0422-PO1 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland moved and Board Member Sotelo seconded the motion to 
adopt Board Reports 20-0422-RS1 and 20-0422-PO1.  
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Mr. Sotelo, Mr. Truss, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Rome, and 
President del Valle – 7  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-0422-RS1 and 20-0422-PO1 
adopted. 
 
20-0422-EX1* 
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20-0422-EX2 
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20-0422-EX3 
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 Board Member Todd-Breland abstained on Board Report 20-0422-EX3 for Chicago 
Collegiate, Inc. and IL Not-for-Profit Corporation.  
 
20-0422-PR1 
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20-0422-PR2 
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20-0422-PR3 
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20-0422-PR4 
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20-0422-PR5 
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20-0422-PR6 
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20-0422-PR7 
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20-0422-PR8 
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20-0422-PR9 
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20-0422-PR10 
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20-0422-PR11 
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20-0422-PR12 
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20-0422-PR13 
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20-0422-PR14 
 

 



April 22, 2020 

 73

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



April 22, 2020 

 74

 

 
 

 
 
20-0422-PR15 
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 President del Valle indicated that if there are no objections, Board Reports 20-0422-EX1 
through 20-0422-EX3, and 20-0422-PR1 through 20-0422-PR15, with the noted abstention, would be 
adopted by the last favorable roll call vote, all members voting therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-0422-EX1 through 20-0422-EX3, 
and 20-0422-PR1 through 20-0422-PR15 adopted. 
 
20-0422-FN1 
 

 
 

 
 
20-0422-PR16 
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20-0422-EX4 
 

 
 
20-0422-EX5 
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20-0422-AR1 
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 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-0422-FN1, 20-0422-PR16,  
20-0422-EX4, 20-0422-EX5, and 20-0422-AR1 accepted. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon proceeded with Executive Session Agenda Items. 
 
20-0422-AR2 
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 Vice President Revuluri moved and Board Member Rome seconded the motion to adopt 
Board Report 20-0422-AR2. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas:  Mr. Sotelo, Mr. Truss, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Rome, and 
President del Valle – 7 
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 20-0422-AR2 adopted. 
 
20-0422-AR3 
 

 
 
20-0422-AR4 
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20-0422-AR5 
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20-0422-AR6 
 

 
 
20-0422-AR7 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



April 22, 2020 

 96

 

 
 
20-0422-AR8 
 

 
 
20-0422-AR9 
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 President del Valle indicated that if there are no objections, Board Reports 20-0422-AR3 
through 20-0422-AR9 would be adopted by the last favorable roll call vote, all members voting 
therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-0422-AR3 through 20-0422-AR9 
adopted. 
 
20-0422-EX6 
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20-0422-EX7 
 

 
 
20-0422-EX8 
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20-0422-EX9 
 

 
 
20-0422-EX10 
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 President del Valle indicated that if there are no objections, Board Reports 20-0422-EX6 
through 20-0422-EX10 would be adopted by the last favorable roll call vote, all members voting 
therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Reports 20-0422-EX6 through 20-0422-EX10 
adopted. 
 
20-0422-RS2 
 

 
 
 The Secretary presented the following Statement for the Public Record: 
 
 For the record, this report also adopts a Supplemental Opinion and Order under separate 
cover.  
 
 President del Valle indicated that if there are no objections, Board Report 20-0422-RS2 
would be adopted by the last favorable roll call vote, all members voting therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Board Report 20-0422-RS2 adopted. 
 
 Vice President Revuluri presented the following Motion: 
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20-0422-MO1 
 

 
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland moved to adopt Motion 20-0422-MO1. 
 
 The Secretary called the roll and the vote was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Mr. Sotelo, Mr. Truss, Ms. Todd-Breland, Mr. Revuluri, Ms. Meléndez, Ms. Rome, and 
President del Valle – 7  
 
 Nays: None 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared Motion 20-0422-MO1 adopted. 
 

OMNIBUS 
 
 At the Regular Board Meeting held on April 22, 2020, the foregoing motions, reports and 
other actions set forth from number 20-0422-RS1 through 20-0422-MO1 except as otherwise 
indicated, were adopted as the recommendations or decisions of the Chief Executive Officer and 
General Counsel.  
 
 Board Member Todd-Breland abstained on Board Report 20-0422-EX3. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 President del Valle moved to adjourn the meeting, and it was so ordered by a voice vote, 
all members present voting therefore. 
 
 President del Valle thereupon declared the Board Meeting adjourned. 
 
 I, Estela G. Beltran, Secretary of the Board of Education and Keeper of the records thereof, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of certain proceedings of said 
Board of Education of the City of Chicago at its Regular Board Meeting held on April 22, 2020 held 
electronically via Zoom. 
 
 

Estela G. Beltran 
Secretary 
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